Registrazione - CALRE Awards 2025

Assembly*

Consiglio regionale Assemblea Legislativa della Liguria
Via Fieschi, 15
Genova - ltalia

Contact person*

President of Consiglio regionale Assemblea Legislativa della Liguria
Stefano Balleari
e-mail: segreteria.presidenteconsiglio@regione.liguria.it

Offices: Staff Segreteria Generale of Consiglio regionale Assemblea Legislativa della Liguria
Responsible manager

Luisa Tarantola

e-mail: luisa.tarantola@regione.liguria.it ; staffsegrgenconsiglio@regione.liguria.it

Name of initiative*

"Let's Become European Citizens: Thirty Young People at the European Parliament™

Type of initiative*

This is a regional competition for young people, held annually under Liguria's regional law no.
35/1996

Start date

The initiative has begun in 1996, following the enactment of Liguria's regional law no. 35/1996.
It takes place annually and, following the school years, has reached its 28th edition.

The 29th edition for the 2025/2026 school year will be announced by the end of September
2025.

End date

The initiative is annual. The call for applications each year specifies a deadline for students to
submit their entries to participate.

Webpage

https://www.regione.liguria.it/homepage-consiglio/consiglio-regionale/spazio-
giovani/concorsi/diventiamo-cittadini-europei.html

The webpage is part of a broader section of the institutional website called "Spazio giovani*
(Youth Space), which is dedicated to the Regional Council's initiatives for young people and
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schools. This section includes three regional competitions, school visits to the Council Hall,
and meetings between the Legislative Assembly and youth municipal councils.

Brief description of the initiative*

The Liguria Regional Council has long approved regional laws that have solidified a decades-
long plan of initiatives for young people and schools.

Regional law no. 35/1996 establishes a regional competition titled ""Let's Become European
Citizens: Thirty Young People at the European Parliament," aimed at students in the final three
years of high school in Liguria. Its purpose is to promote a European consciousness, starting
with its young citizens.

The initiative is held annually and has reached its 28th edition. The theme, which changes each
year, relates to current issues of European interest (e.g., artificial intelligence, youth policies,
participatory tools, etc.).

Students, through their schools, participate with individual submissions in a literary format
(essay, story, interview, etc.) or an artistic one, including multimedia.

The submissions received by the deadline specified in the call for applications are evaluated by
a judging commission, which selects the thirty winning students. The winners earn a trip to the
European Parliament, organized and funded by the Regional Council.

On the trip, the thirty winning students are accompanied by their teachers and a delegation of
Regional Councilors selected by the Bureau of the Presidency. This is intended to better
acclimate young people to legislative assemblies, both at the regional and European levels.
During the trip, which is highly experiential, direct and constant dialogue is fostered between
the students and the participating Regional Councilors.

At the European Parliament, during the visit, in addition to a presentation of the European
institutions, a meeting is organized between the students and MEPs from the region (Liguria
and the broader Northwest Italy). Where possible, this meeting also focuses on the competition's
theme, especially if it has been the subject of recent EU regulation.

In addition to the Europe-themed competition, under two separate regional laws (no. 9/2004
and no. 29/2004), the Regional Council organizes two similar initiatives, also for students and
schools, to promote knowledge and memory of the tragedy of the Shoah and the Julian-Dalmata
exodus, respectively. For these two competitions, the prize is also a study trip, consisting of a
pilgrimage to the extermination camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau and a tour of the territories sadly
affected by the tragedy of the Foibe.

Main features*

The "Let's Become European Citizens: Thirty Young People at the European Parliament"
initiative has a stable character and, as expressly provided by law, aims to foster a European
consciousness among young people in Liguria by promoting their interaction with both the
Liguria Regional Council and the European Parliament.



The competition's procedures were developed by the Bureau of the Presidency based on
discussions with the educational community, allowing the proposed theme to be addressed in
various ways (literary, artistic, multimedia), depending on the student's individual preference
and field of study.

The five-day study trip for the winners includes a series of museum and historical visits to
highlight the birth of European institutions following the complex European events that led to
the Second World War. A central and culminating moment is the visit to the European
Parliament, usually at its Strasbourg headquarters during a plenary session.

Role of the Regional Assembly*

There are three particularly noteworthy aspects of the Assembly's role:

1. Theinitiative is a result of a regional law, and as such, it was approved by the Legislative
Assembly;

2. The competition is announced annually by the Bureau of the Presidency of the Liguria
Regional Council, and the management of the initiative as a whole is handled by the
offices supporting the Legislative Assembly itself;

3. During the study trip, the thirty winning students are accompanied by their teachers and
a delegation of Regional Councilors selected by the Bureau of the Presidency. This aims
to better acclimate young people to legislative bodies at both the regional and European
levels. The highly experiential nature of the trip fosters direct and constant dialogue
between the students and the participating Regional Councilors, creating opportunities
for synthesis and discussion where the young people can ask questions and express their
points of view.

European orientation of the initiative*

The initiative is strongly oriented towards promoting a European consciousness in the younger
generations by encouraging students to reflect on a current issue of European interest and then
providing a study trip to the European Parliament for the winners.

At the same time, the initiative aims to increase young people's knowledge of and proximity to
parliamentary bodies, both at the regional and European levels, with an intended two-way flow
of influence (how the Legislative Assembly influences young people's lives and how young
people can impact the Assembly's decisions).

Documentation

In addition to this application form (in Italian and English), a video presentation is also
included.

Further information can be found on the webpage: https://www.regione.liguria.it/homepage-
consiglio/consiglio-regionale/spazio-giovani/concorsi/diventiamo-cittadini-europei.html
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