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Inaugural Speech as President of CALRE 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is with great honour that I accept from Your Excellency the responsibility of presiding over the 

Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). This honour is even greater 

considering the intense work and remarkable diplomacy of President Rachid Madrane, who has 

strengthened our organization, which brings together 72 regional parliaments from across 

Europe. 

 

Being unanimously elected as CALRE President in the Parliament of Brussels—at the heart of 

Europe and the European Union institutions—brings an added responsibility, especially at a time 

when Europe is facing one of the most crucial moments in its recent history. 

 

Madeira has historical commercial and cultural ties with the regions of present-day Belgium. For 

centuries, Madeira exported sugar to these regions and, in return, imported valuable paintings 

and sculptures that still enrich our churches and museums today. 

We wish to renew this historical connection, as never before has cooperation between European 

regions been so important and decisive in building a more united, prosperous, and peaceful 

Europe. 

 

European regions are the true foundation of European integration and pillars of the ideals of 

peace, solidarity, and prosperity that guided the founders of the European Union 73 years ago. 

The European Coal and Steel Community, the precursor of the European Union, was established 

in the aftermath of World War II, which left much of Europe in ruins, claimed millions of lives, 

and divided nations and families with the Berlin Wall—a painful memory that still lingers today. 

Over the last decades, the process of building a united Europe has been successful. It is no 

coincidence that many countries still aspire to join this project, which not only helped rebuild 

nations devastated by war but also positioned Europe as a political and economic power on the 

global stage. 
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Although we have yet to achieve full European integration, what we have accomplished in terms 

of development and prosperity proves that the European Union is on the right path and remains 

a project with a strong future. 

From this Atlantic, insular, and outermost region, we understand better than most the 

importance of European solidarity in improving citizens' living conditions. Though we are 

geographically distant from the centre of Europe and its institutions, we are strategically vital to 

the European Union’s global political influence. 

Portugal’s access to the European Economic Community in 1985, accompanied by financial 

support, represented a qualitative leap in our development, driving economic and social 

progress unparalleled in our 600-year history as an archipelago. 

From these islands, Portugal expanded European civilization to other continents. This land has 

historically been a crossroads of different peoples and cultures, contributing to what historians 

describe as the first wave of globalization. 

Similarly, many emigrants from these and other European islands ventured to new continents, 

where they carried forward European values and continue to play a crucial role in affirming the 

European Union's presence worldwide. 

 

It is imperative that we give full meaning to Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union by creating a genuine Statute for the Outermost Regions. This should ensure 

dedicated support and tailored policies while also adapting common European policies to the 

specific characteristics of these territories. 

This approach applies to cohesion policies, fiscal policies, the Green Deal, economic 

decarbonization, climate change adaptation, digital transformation, and migration and asylum 

policies. Migration remains a humanitarian crisis, particularly affecting certain European regions 

and islands, and can only be addressed through strong cooperation and solidarity among all EU 

regions and Member States. 

During this term and beyond, it is essential to strengthen CALRE’s influence within the various 

European Union institutions, particularly in the legislative process. Regional deputies are closest 

to the citizens, and alongside regional governments, they are best positioned to uphold the 

objectives of the Union, in accordance with the principle of subsidiarity outlined in the European 

Treaties. 

We need active subsidiarity, which requires new mechanisms for regional parliaments to engage 

in the EU's institutional framework. This can be achieved through closer collaboration with the 

European Committee of the Regions and the European Parliament, as well as by considering the 

creation of a Senate of Regions in a future institutional reform of the European Union. 
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Greater European integration, or even the acceleration of European federalism, given the 

current geopolitical crises and global strategic challenges, should not be seen as an obstacle to 

the "Europe of Regions." Instead, it should reinforce the role of regional parliaments and 

governments as mediators between European institutions and citizens, fostering true European 

citizenship. 

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Europe is once again in danger, and the world faces the looming threat of a major war due to 

the invasion of Ukraine. 

Dictatorship, totalitarianism, and violence are resurfacing, threatening nations, democracy, and 

the rule of law. The dark shadows that hover over Europe demand that we strengthen the 

European Union and its institutions, but most importantly, they call us to greater solidarity with 

Ukraine. In Ukraine, the fundamental values and principles of our societies are being defended—

values that have brought peace and development to our citizens over the past 70 years. 

The threats and aggression from Russia, coupled with the possibility of an isolationist stance 

from the United States, necessitate greater European integration. This requires expanding the 

Union to new member states and establishing a genuine common European defence and 

security policy. 

This European defence and security policy will require political will and significant financial 

investment. It must also include a strategic reassessment of Europe’s Atlantic borders—where 

the Portuguese and Spanish archipelagos play a crucial role. 

To achieve these ambitious goals, we must strengthen EU institutions, resist extreme 

nationalism, and expose radical populism—starting with the European elections on June 9th. 

 

It is absolutely critical that, in just four months, European citizens demonstrate their 

commitment to democracy and freedom by voting. This will provide their elected 

representatives with the legitimacy and power needed to lead the victory in this war that has 

erupted in the heart of Europe. 

 

I am confident that this will happen, and that our parliaments and regions will play an active role 

in this new chapter of European construction—helping to restore peace, solidarity, and 

development to our Europe. 
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Funchal, March 7, 2024 

 

José Manuel Rodrigues 

President of the Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous Region of Madeira  

and President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE) 


