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Intervention of the President of the Legislative Assembly of Madeira 

Plenary Meeting of CALRE – 01.12.2023 

First Speech as President of CALRE 

 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

 

I would like to express my gratitude for the trust placed in me and in the Legislative Assembly of 

the Autonomous Region of Madeira to preside over the Conference of European Regional 

Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). 

It is truly an honour and a source of pride to be here as the future President. As my first words, 

I want to thank our colleague Rachid Madrane for the tremendous work he has done at the helm 

of CALRE, honouring this institution. The best way to recognize a man's work is to say that we 

will follow his example. 

Thank you very much, Rachid Madrane! 

 

Dear Presidents, 

Regions are the foundations of European construction. Each of our Regions, both individually 

and collectively, forms the base upon which the European project stands—a project of peace, 

progress, and solidarity that has lasted for nearly 75 years. If it were a marriage, we would say 

we were approaching our "diamond anniversary." 

Therefore, we must deepen the mechanisms for regional parliaments to participate in the 

European Union’s legislative process. It is also crucial to decentralize powers and competencies 

from the European Union and its Member States to the Regions, in line with the principle of 

subsidiarity enshrined in the European Treaties. 

 

Regions play a decisive role in building European citizenship. Strengthening regional 

participation is the best way to combat extreme nationalism and radical populism. The path to 

engaging more citizens in the European project, increasing participation in European elections, 

and involving new generations in the development of Europe necessarily involves reinforcing 

the voice and decision-making power of our Regions, represented here in CALRE. 

The defence of democracy, our freedoms, and the rule of law largely depends on regional 

parliaments. 
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At a time when the world and Europe face wars and conflicts we once thought were 

unimaginable relics of the past, it is urgent to strengthen the European Union as a political, 

economic, and social bloc—one built on values and principles, and committed to peace, 

solidarity, development, and equality among all citizens. 

I come from the island of Madeira, a Portuguese archipelago in the middle of the Atlantic, 

located between Africa, Europe, and the Americas. Madeira is one of the European Union’s 

outermost regions. These regions face unique constraints and challenges but also provide 

significant geostrategic value to Europe in the international context and in its relations with 

other continents. 

That is why the European Union must pay closer attention to its peripheries. This includes 

strengthening cohesion policies and ensuring that European common policies are tailored to the 

realities and specificities of the Regions, particularly those far from the "decision-making 

centre". There cannot be uniform policies because we cannot treat as equal what is 

fundamentally different. This is especially true for fiscal policy, cohesion policy, the Green Deal, 

the decarbonization of our economies, climate change adaptation, digital transformation, and 

policies on migration and asylum—a humanitarian crisis that can only be addressed through 

cooperation among all Regions and all EU Member States. 

 

Dear Presidents, 

I would also like to thank the Committee of the Regions for the joint work it has carried out with 

CALRE—a partnership that must be further strengthened. 

I believe that regional parliaments should have greater participation in shaping Europe, and we 

must find new ways for our Assemblies to engage with European institutions. This is why we 

must consolidate CALRE as an integral institution within the European Union’s institutional 

architecture. 

Furthermore, I support the idea that, in a future institutional reform of the European Union, we 

should consider creating a Senate of Regions or a Chamber of Regional Representatives within 

the EU. 

I am convinced that the future and success of Europe depend greatly on our Regions and our 

Parliaments. 

Thank you once again for your trust, and I hope to be up to the challenge you have entrusted 

me with. 


