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We all know the famous opening of the Communist Manifesto: "A spectre is haunting 

Europe - the spectre of communism. All the powers of old Europe have entered into a holy 

alliance to exorcise this spectre: Pope and Tsar, Metternich and Guizot, French Radicals and 

German police-spies." Today we can easily replace "communism" with "Europe": a spectre 

haunts the world - the spectre of Europe. All the powers of our time have entered into a 

sacred alliance to exorcise this spectre: Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi, Putin and 

Erdogan... The mantra of opposition to 'Eurocentrism' that unites many across the political 

spectrum, from the anti-colonial left to the populist right, is aimed at the idea of a united 

Europe. For all the justified criticism of some key elements of the European heritage, what 

makes Europe an object of hatred and envy is the idea that, in the eyes of many, 'Europe' is 

still synonymous with peaceful cooperation between nations, individual freedom, the 

welfare state... So, instead of mocking Ukrainians who want to be part of Europe and thus 

join the European Union, we should ask ourselves what they see in "Europe" and whether 

we are ready to meet their expectations. Whichever way you turn it, a united Europe means 

some form of social democracy - not in the narrow political sense, but in the sense of what 

Peter Sloterdijk, a moderate conservative, calls 'objective social democracy', a social 

democracy embedded in our very public life and in the institutions of the state, regardless 

of who is in power. This is why Viktor Orbán, in a recent interview, went so far as to 

proclaim that the Western liberal hegemony is "gradually becoming Marxist": “Sooner or 

later we’ll have to face up to the fact that, opposing the Christian democratic camp, we’re 

no longer dealing with a group espousing liberal ideology, but with a group that’s 

essentially Marxist with liberal remnants. This is what we have in America today. For the 



time being the conservative side is at a disadvantage in relation to the Marxist, liberal 

camp.” 

This is the predominant meaning of 'anti-eurocentrism' today. And that is why, when 

Guillaume Klossa's book Fierté européenne, manifeste pour une civilisation d'avenir 

(European Pride, Manifesto for a Civilisation of the Future) came into my hands, I was 

immediately seduced.  So, how can we be proud of Europe? I asked the author this question 

when we were debating in September at the Bled Strategic Forum. After two intense hours, 

I realised that there are things we have in common. 

If there is one thing we Europeans should be proud of, it is the history of emancipation. The 

harshest criticism of the contemporary world is possible exactly because of the 

emancipatory movements in the history of European thought and society. More than that: if 

we want to be - and we must be! - critical of our own history, it is this same emancipatory 

and revolutionary history that provides us with the tools to act in such a critical way. 

At a time when our world is being pursued by the four horsemen of the apocalypse at the 

same time (pandemic, war, hunger and digital death), the alternative is not simply to 

muddle through. Rather, as the four horsemen gallop faster and faster, it is a matter of 

mobilising ourselves in a way that will benefit us long after the war is over. Klossa was able 

to show in his previous book, The Seven Revelations, that the apocalypse also has to do with 

opening our eyes to some previously unthinkable solutions. The pandemic has led to 

unprecedented financial upheaval in the European Union and to concrete solidarity 

between peoples. I don't often share someone's optimism, but in Guillaume Klossa's case, 

his optimism is affective and effective - since transnational solidarity in emancipatory 

movements is in fact the only solution to our current problems.  

So, in a way, this little book will touch even those who will not read it - in the way that 

Annie Ernaux says that "there are books that can have an action and a function on those 

who read as well as those who do not read". They make people think together and give a 

clear collective sense that leads them to see the world, society and more generally things in 

a different way and above all makes them want to act.  



Fierté Européenne has three virtues. The first is that it dares to say that there are many 

objective reasons to be proud to be European  

Its second virtue is that this literary work, at the crossroads of geopolitics, sociology and 

history, does not close its eyes to the greatest challenge of the future: climate change, our 

"fifth horseman". Fierté Européenne demonstrates that the European Union, far from being 

a technocratic project, must understand that its future lies in its ability to create the 

conditions for sustainable development of the planet. There are no partial solutions to this 

global problem, and we cannot talk about ecology without talking about democracy. We 

need to invent a new, more inclusive stage of democracy that reconciles parliamentary 

democracy and civic democracy. We need to rediscover this capacity to produce the 

general interest, the "common", the common goods within what used to be called the 

European "community" and today the European Union.  

Its third virtue, my favourite, is that the author is not afraid to criticise Europe as it has 

been built, nor to point out its imperfections, he is not afraid to tell the reality of things. For 

once, in order to be able to transcend the shortcomings of the European Union and not just 

look at the world with scepticism, I believe that every European citizen should read this 

essay to understand the real reasons for our pride: the critical thinking of our own 

shortcomings and the properly emancipatory tendency of our historical scepticism. In this 

very sense, Fierté Européenne is a book that, in the words of Annie Ernaux, combines a 

function and an action. It has a major civic function and, as its readership grows, it will 

become a source of action, that of recreating the collective and setting in motion the 

dynamic of positive action that Europe, like the world, needs to confront the apocalyptic 

horsemen of our time. 

This is why the regularly displayed demonstrations of Franco-German unity that will have 

to be matched by action, as well as the declarations that Europe will have to learn to stand 

on its own feet and stop relying on US protection, are a more than welcome sign of a 

growing European awareness: there is no place for what Europe represents in the New 

World Order of Trump, Putin, Modi, Xi and Erdogan. Europe will have to assert its 

emancipatory heritage by fighting not these foreign threats but its own version of them - 

the threat of nationalist populism. And this is why the idea of the European Union is worth 



defending, despite the misery of its actual existence: in today's global capitalist world, it 

offers the only model of a transnational organisation with the authority to limit national 

sovereignty and the task of guaranteeing a minimum standard of ecological and social 

welfare. There remains in it something that descends directly from the best traditions of 

the European Enlightenment. Our duty is not to humiliate ourselves as the ultimate culprits 

of colonial exploitation, but to fight for that part of our heritage that is important for the 

survival of humanity. Europe is increasingly alone in the new global world, dismissed as an 

old, exhausted and irrelevant continent playing a secondary role in the current geopolitical 

conflicts. As the recently deceased Bruno Latour said: "Europe is alone, yes, but only 

Europe can save us".  

* Fierté européenne, manifeste pour une civilisation d'avenir, preface by Jean-Claude Juncker 

(Télémaque, 95 pages) is in the final selection of the European Book Prize 2022  


