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FIRST MEETING OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
 
 

Chaired by Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies 
(CALRE) 

 
 

OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 

- The meeting began at 10.30 a.m. 
 
 
 

1. OPENING SESSION 

SPEECH BY MR JEAN-CLAUDE MARCOURT, PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN 
REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLIES (CALRE) 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – Good 
morning to you all. It is 10.30 a.m. I therefore propose that we begin our work. 

Welcome to the meeting of the Standing Committee of the Conference of European Regional Legislative 
Assemblies, which I have the honour of chairing today. 

Whether you are present here in Namur, the capital of Wallonia, or attending remotely, it is an honour and a 
privilege for me to welcome you to this morning’s meeting. 

I am particularly pleased to have here by my side Vice-President Gustavo Matos, who has done us the honour of 
travelling all the way from Tenerife. I would also like to welcome several of our Italian colleagues here this morning 
despite the fact that many of them have been very busy with the election of the new President of the Republic. I would 
like to thank them for their willingness to take part in our meeting under these exceptional conditions. 

A few moments ago, as you may have seen live on the CALRE's new YouTube channel, President Matos solemnly 
presented me with the makila, the emblematic pilgrim's staff that symbolically accompanies the mandate of President of 
our conference. With its fine workmanship of dried wood and steel, which requires years of work and experienced 
craftsmanship, this pilgrim's companion, typical of the Basque tradition, symbolises the work and objectives of the 
institution that brings us together today.  

Dear colleagues, it is now almost 25 years since the founders of the CALRE met in Oviedo to lay the foundations of 
an institution with considerable ambitions. Its aim is to defend the values and principles of regional democracy with a 
view to developing the scope of the European Union, but also to bring together the democratic assemblies concerned. 
This makes it a means of developing interparliamentary dialogue, which today represents 72 assemblies and more than 
210 million citizens. 

For a quarter of a century, the CALRE has been promoting a vision of a European Union based on dialogue and 
which takes into account all the diversities of the territories. The closer relations brought about by our conference 
provide indispensable insights into the resolution of complex challenges that concern us all, whether social, 
environmental, technological or related to fundamental rights. 

Fortified by the nuances made possible by the different visions and experiences of its members, the work carried out 
by the CALRE is intended to pave the way for a prosperous and peaceful future, which must also give a broader stage 
for Europe’s citizens to voice their concerns and opinions. 

In line with the concerns of the CALRE, the work programme on the basis of which the plenary assembly elected 
me as president for the 2022 conference comprises three main topics. 

The first topic is the deepening of democratic and participatory principles within the framework of the Union, the 
application of subsidiarity, a lynchpin of democracy and of the participation of the regions within the Union, which now 
calls for a real political dialogue. This must lead to a greater contribution from regional assemblies. To this end, the 
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CALRE stands as a sounding board and a place for stimulating debate. In order for it to play its role to the full, I intend 
to encourage the active participation of as many assemblies and members as possible. 

The second topic is the defence of the values and principles of regional democracy within the scope of the issues 
discussed at European level. To this end, I wish to build on my geographical proximity to the European institutions to 
establish a direct dialogue with the Presidents of the Commission, the Council and the Parliament.  

In this respect, as you know, I had invited Ms Roberta Metsola, the new President of the European Parliament, to 
come and present her priorities at our meeting. Ms Metsola was unable to attend due to her extremely busy schedule, 
but she has expressed her genuine interest in speaking at a forthcoming meeting. I have also invited the French 
ambassador to take part in a forthcoming exchange at the Walloon Parliament in the context of the French Presidency of 
the Council of Ministers. I will not fail to send you the relevant information about this discussion. 

The third topic is the strengthening of links between the regional legislative assemblies and the contribution to the 
smooth running of the CALRE. In line with this, I intend in particular to highlight the good practices of the member 
assemblies and to carry out fruitful exchanges at administrative level. These are ambitions that I am determined to bring 
to bear as president of the CALRE, with the aim of furthering the principles of the Oviedo Declaration and embodying 
the objectives of deepening democratic participation. I hope that this presidency of CALRE will pave the way for more 
dialogue and collaboration, which is more essential than ever in the face of the many different interdependencies. 

 

SPEECH BY MR ELIO DI RUPO, MINISTER-PRESIDENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF WALLONIA, 
MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Dear 
colleagues, the agenda of this first meeting of our Standing Committee for the year 2022 is particularly full.  

I would therefore like to welcome Mr Elio Di Rupo, Minister-President of the Government of Wallonia and member 
of the European Committee of the Regions, who has graciously agreed to introduce this meeting. 
 

Mr Di Rupo, Minister-President of the Government of Wallonia, member of the European Committee of the 
Regions. – - I would like to start by thanking you and congratulating you on your presidency and on your introductory 
speech. 

Ladies and gentlemen, members of the legislative assemblies of Europe's regions, greetings to you all. Believe me 
when I say that it is an honour and a privilege to share with you your discussions on the place of the regions and 
regional assemblies in the policies of the European Union and on the important role that regional parliaments could play 
in the positive development of the European Union. 

As some of you know, having been Prime Minister of Belgium and having participated in some twenty European 
summits, I have been able to observe the strength, but also the weaknesses of meetings between heads of state and 
government. As the current Minister-President of Wallonia and a member, as Mr Marcourt said, of the Committee of the 
Regions of Europe, I am more aware than ever of the wealth of the regions, especially the regions with legislative 
powers. 

Ladies and gentlemen, on the eve of the 65th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, the European Union is once again 
facing great challenges. Over the past 65 years, the Union has experienced many turning points. Some decisions have 
enabled us to move forward together in Europe. Other decisions, however, have intensified inequalities.  

Today, the challenges facing the Union are huge. We are in the midst of an exceptional health crisis that is disrupting 
the lives of our citizens and our businesses. We must also, at the same time, manage the environmental transition and 
the changeover to the digital economy. 

As if all this were not enough, we still have to deal with major intra-European tensions over immigration, the rule of 
law, questions of scarcity and strategic and military autonomy, and the threat of conflict in Ukraine.  

I am convinced that, if it wants to succeed in its economic, social and ecological recovery, the European Union 
cannot neglect its regions. The regalian functions, in general, are usually assumed by the central States, but, to go by my 
experience, managing 27 states in the European summits shows the limits of this process. The triangular work between 
the Council, the Commission and the European Parliament is a mechanism that is far removed from the citizens and, 
let's face it, totally misunderstood by the public. 
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I need not remind you that regulations and directives have a decisive influence on the daily lives of our citizens. The 
regions have the advantage of being more aware of the essential needs of our citizens, of being better able to understand 
these needs and to respond to them. Regions are closer to the realities of their citizens. 
  

Very often, summits between heads of state and government are hampered by the search for the lowest common 
denominator. Believe, me, I’ve seen it.  But what the people of Europe need are effective and pragmatic policies, 
policies that are transparent and understood, policies that are vectors of prosperity.  

The regions of Europe can make a major contribution to the development of these policies. And regions are more 
successful than states in nurturing warm relationships with each other. I have experience of this in the Committee of the 
Regions. Beyond national affiliations and political parties and formations, what binds the regions together are of course 
comparable realities and similar aspirations.  

Ladies and gentlemen, while the European framework has a strong influence on the action of regional authorities, 
the regions are too indirectly involved in decision-making. I am not asking for a say in all the Union's decisions. After 
all, the current mechanisms are sufficiently complex. However, it would be very useful to involve the regions, and in 
any case the regions with legislative powers, at least in the budgetary debates - this seems to me to be essential, because 
we have a complete view of what we are doing within the Union - and also in the European Semester, which has a 
decisive influence on the reforms to be carried out. Let's face it, these are reforms that the Commission believes the 
Member States should carry out. 

I will give two examples. For two years, my region, Wallonia, has been at the forefront of the fight against the covid 
pandemic. It has de facto significant powers in the fields of health, social protection and support for the economy, and it 
does so in complete autonomy, without any hierarchical power from the federal state. One of the characteristics of 
federal Belgium is that the federal government has no hierarchical power over the regional governments and the federal 
parliament has no hierarchical power, except under certain conditions, over the Walloon parliament. 

Moreover, this summer, Wallonia, like other neighbouring regions, had to face deadly floods unlike anything it had 
witnessed in the past. These floods devastated a large part of the Walloon territory, saw tens of thousands of citizens 
lose their homes, and destroyed numerous infrastructures and economic tools. 

The financial resources needed for reconstruction amount to billions of euros and the management of this crisis is, of 
course, a heavy burden on public finances. Wallonia is not the only region in Europe to have had to open its wallet to 
avoid catastrophic systemic effects with the covid crisis. 

In this context, it would be totally unfair for an austerity policy to once again be the Union's guiding principle when 
the derogation clause of the Stability and Growth Pact is lifted.  

Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, Wallonia, like the other regions of Europe, is resolutely committed to the 
climate transition and the pursuit of the digital transition. 
 Substantial funding, both public and private, is essential for this dual transition.  

The European Commission has quoted the figure of 650 billion euros needed by 2030 to make this transition. I 
would find it legitimate for the regions that are primarily concerned to have a greater say at European level. In any case, 
this is the message that I am sending out as far as Wallonia is concerned. 

In a way, the constitutional specificity of federal Belgium perhaps allows me to do this more than others. In 
Belgium, since the Maastricht Treaty, the regional ministers have been entitled to represent Belgium and the other 
regions at the table of certain European Councils of sectoral ministers. 

At the moment, for example, it is the Environment Minister of my own government who sits on behalf of Belgium 
and the other regions in the Environment Council. 

Your new president, Jean-Claude Marcourt, has held this position - and could share his experiences - in turn as 
Minister for Scientific Research, Higher Education and Industry. He also chaired the informal councils during the 
Belgian Presidency in 2010. 

I will probably be responsible for the meetings of the Ministers for Cohesion Policy during the next Belgian 
Presidency in 2024. 

However, other Member States should find their own way internally of exerting real influence on European 
processes through regional visions. In this respect and by way of example, I remember the debate on the 
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implementation of the accounting rules - the so-called ESA 2010. The Walloon government at the time strongly 
criticised the methods of this European accounting system because investments were taken into account without being 
depreciated. The ESA European system of accounts has in fact seriously altered the public investment policies of 
regional and local authorities. 

Our direct participation in the Council at the time allowed us to express our concern, but we found ourselves alone. 
In fact, we represented Belgium, but we were the only ones to raise a challenge, a protest and to voice the position 
before the Council.  

As you can imagine, the European Commission did not fail to point out that our position was isolated, despite the 
fact that the Committee of the Regions had noted the position in one of its opinions thanks to the contribution of the 
regions and local authorities. 

Today, 12 years later, we are hearing, fortunately, within the Commission that we should perhaps review the 
methods of taking investments into account in the ESA system of accounts and also in the assessment of the annual 
deficits of each Member State. These aspects, ladies and gentlemen, are absolutely fundamental for the near future. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear colleagues, faced with the unanticipated scale of the health crisis - indeed, it could not 
have been anticipated - the European Union had a life-saving reflex. The European Union temporarily loosened the 
straitjacket of the Stability and Growth Pact. It also responded very well by putting in place a 750 billion euro Recovery 
Plan based on a common debt. 
 Without these unprecedented decisions, the Union's economic landscape and industrial fabric would have been 
profoundly damaged for a long time to come.  

Nevertheless, this crisis has revealed serious shortcomings that massive financial aid alone cannot mask. The 
European Union has been built on a number of common rules that are often dictated by economic interests alone. 

The economic governance framework has a major impact on all levels of government, and especially on local and 
regional governments. Within Europe, I must recall that regional and local institutions carry a great deal of weight. 
These institutions are responsible for almost a third of public spending and more than half of public investment in the 
Union, with, of course, variations between Member States. This is a reality where the European Commission too often 
feigns ignorance. 

Its economic governance framework is partly responsible for the sharp fall in public investment that took place after 
the 2008 financial crisis. Between 2009 and 2018, public investment as a whole fell by 20% in the European Union. 
Investment by local and regional authorities has fallen by 25%, and by 40% or more in some of the Member States most 
affected by the crisis. 

This disinvestment is absolutely dramatic for all of us and for future generations. I repeat once again: we must 
change the ESA system of accounts and we must change the clauses of the Pact. 

Some of these investments will have an uncertain economic return, particularly in the field of the ecological 
transition. 
 They will be part of the long game. The private sector will not be able to do everything. That goes without saying. 
Therefore, a strong involvement of the public sector, through public investment or support for private investment, is 
necessary.  

Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, Mr President, common rules are obviously necessary between countries that 
share the same currency. I am talking about the Eurozone. These rules must certainly make it possible to control debt, 
but without hampering growth or paralysing investment. 
 These are, in my view, the conditions for our future prosperity. In my opinion, the European budgetary framework must 
therefore be significantly reformed to allow for greater flexibility and the regions must be involved, because the regions 
will make an extremely positive contribution. The budgetary trajectories must be better adapted to national realities, and 
therefore to regional realities, guaranteeing the necessary capacity margin for investment.  

The future budgetary framework must also be seen as a strategic tool. The European economy has still not recovered 
its 2007 level of public investment. This explains, in part, why the EU is lagging behind in a number of key sectors. I 
am thinking of industry, biotech, digital and so on. 

We cannot, on the one hand, provide the European Union with ambitious plans such as the Green Pact and, on the 
other hand, deprive ourselves of all means to realise our ambitions in other areas. It is this lack of coherence in current 
European policy that is apparent here. 
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It is therefore urgent that policies that directly affect citizens, fiscal, social and health policies, be harmonised 
upwards. To do this, the European Union would benefit greatly from the great expertise of the regions. These policies 
must be implemented in a coherent way. 

Just take the example of the Romanian worker - I have taken the example of the Romanian worker with all due 
respect for Romania and the Romanians, and I will be going to Romania soon - who, instead of earning 600 euros at 
home, comes to France or Belgium to earn 1,200 euros, for a job that the Belgian or French worker no longer want. In 
Romania, he is replaced by an Asian worker who is only too happy to earn 600 euros. The company that employs in 
Romania may be Belgian or French. Apart from the company in question, there are no winners in this scheme, which 
nevertheless determines the Union's social, migration and industrial policies. 

The convergence of policies seems fundamental to me. It will only be truly effective if the institutional structure of 
the Union is also revised to fully integrate the regions. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the Maastricht Treaty created a Committee of the Regions, of which many of us are 
members. This Committee of the Regions takes account of regional and local realities, with the States having the option, 
for those that concern them, of defining the type and level of representation. Greater synergy between the CALRE, your 
organisation, and the Committee of the Regions would be an additional asset to ensure that the regions play a significant 
role. 

In conclusion, dear colleagues, it is in the interest of the Union that these regions be more involved in the various 
processes, particularly in the field of public finance. That, in essence, Mr President, is the crux of my message today. 
Thank you and I wish you all the best and every success with your organisation. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Thank you, 
Minister-President, for your speech. I wish you a speedy recovery, because if you are unable to join us physically today, 
it is because you have suffered a bit of a personal accident. 

Mr Di Rupo, Minister-President of the Government of Wallonia, member of the European Committee of the 
Regions. - I fractured my left kneecap, but it’s getting better. Thank you very much. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - I wish you a 
very good day. 

 

2. PROJECT "CONTRIBUTION OF THE POLITICAL DEBATES IN REGIONAL PARLIAMENTS” 

3. INVOLVEMENT OF THE CALRE IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ALLIANCE FOR COHESION 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Dear 
colleagues, we have a slight change to the agenda, since President TzitzikÓstas has asked to join us now. 

As you know, the project on the contribution of political debates in regional parliaments is organised by the CALRE, 
in cooperation with the European Committee of the Regions, with a view to influencing the annual work programme of 
the European Commission in the pre-legislative phase. The project was launched following the recommendations for a 
new working method formulated by the Task Force on Subsidiarity, taking into account the important role of regional 
parliaments with legislative powers and in view of the commitments of the Memorandum of Understanding signed in 
2015 between the CALRE and the Committee of the Regions. 

During a meeting of the Bureau of the Committee of the Regions, to which President TzitzikÓstas was kind enough 
to invite me to speak on Tuesday, I was able to express the CALRE's strong interest in this initiative and spoke out in 
favour of pursuing this project. 

Moreover, the implementation of the cohesion policy constitutes, as you know, a crucial challenge in the framework 
of the relations between the European Union and our regions, since it accounts for no less than one third of the 
European budget. 

This Thursday, I was able to take part in a debate with Ms Elisa Ferreira, European Commissioner in charge of 
cohesion and reforms, and Ms Lilyana Pavlov, Vice-President of the European Investment Bank. This gave me the 
opportunity to applaud the resilience shown by the European Union in the particularly difficult context of the pandemic. 
I also took the initiative of stressing the importance of creating synergies between the new support initiatives and the 
historical resources of cohesion policy, and of ensuring the simplification of procedures. 
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SPEECH BY MR APÓSTOLOS TZITZIKÓSTAS,  
PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Mr 
Tzitzikóstas, it is my turn to give you the floor to speak on the project "Contribution of the political debates in regional 
parliaments and on the involvement of the CALRE in the activities of the alliance for cohesion".  

Over to you and thank you for being here with us today. 

Mr Tzitzikóstas, President of the European Committee of the Regions. - First of all, let me start by wishing Mr Di 
Rupo a speedy recovery and all the best. 

Dear colleagues, allow me first of all to warmly congratulate the President, Mr Jean-Claude Marcourt, on his 
appointment as President of the CALRE and for inviting me to speak today at your meeting and to remind us all of the 
beginning of his presidency. 

I would also like to welcome his speech before the Bureau of the Committee of the Regions this week, as you said, 
and for his contribution to the debate on cohesion that we organised with Commissioner Ferreira, during our plenary 
session. 

Let me tell you that I am truly delighted with this very pragmatic and at the same time visionary approach. Our 
cooperation is sincere, political, strategic, because it goes far beyond our cooperation agreement. The work we have 
done together demonstrates this perfectly, as recently in the Conference on the Future of Europe, or as part of the 
mobilisation in favour of a strong European regional policy within the Alliance for Cohesion. 

Unfortunately, the new wave of the Covid-19 epidemic is once again forcing us to hold our meetings online for our 
physically distant members. This isn’t a good thing, it is not something we want to see. I would really have liked to 
welcome you all to the Committee of the Regions today, or else to have the opportunity to visit your Parliament and 
your beautiful region, if you so wish. I hope, however, that the opportunity will be repeated in the near future and that I 
will be able to visit Wallonia, the home of the European regions. 

Last summer, during the deadly floods and fires that struck and destroyed our communities, particularly in Wallonia, 
as well as in Greece, towns and villages throughout Europe and in other parts of the world, I found it very hard to watch 
on helplessly as climate change wreaked havoc around us. This leads me, with your agreement, to call forcefully, 
vehemently, for a strong, responsible Union, one in a position to respond to the challenges of our century. However, we 
must seize this unfortunate situation to call for a more consistent and increased role, if you like, for the democratic 
bodies within the European decision-making processes, because without them there is a risk of widening the gap that 
already exists between our citizens and the European bodies. 

We are all saying this and seeing it, and the citizens are also calling for it in the Conference on the Future of Europe. 
The time has come. The past is behind us. You, dear colleagues, are essential here because of the constitutional role you 
have in your respective countries. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is time to stand together and call for the strengthening of the role of the regions with 
legislative powers, in the hope of being supported by the other Regions, because it is important to present a common 
front on these bases. In particular, on the theme of proportionality, it is important for the European Union to strengthen 
its legitimacy and its links with the citizens. 

The Conference on the Future of Europe presents a unique opportunity. It is important to make improvements to the 
functioning of the European Union in order to better respond to what European citizens expect of us. This is exactly why 
the Committee of the Regions has fought tooth and nail to ensure that local and regional authorities are represented in 
this Conference. I would like to thank all the delegates, local and regional, some of whom are also members of the 
CALRE. President Di Rupo, President Lambertz, and many others. I would like to thank them for their vital work and 
their unfailing commitment. 

Yesterday, the Committee of the Regions adopted a resolution in the framework of the Conference. It contains a 
number of proposals related to different levels of governance, local, regional, national and European. 
 
 At the same time, different tools are proposed to ensure the promotion of inclusion. 
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It is important to know that these resolutions will be accompanied by a short version, on the one hand, which we 
will call "Local and Regional Manifesto", which we will adopt in Marseilles on the 4th of March. I can only invite you 
all to share your proposals with us. I would appreciate it, President Marcourt, if you would join us in Marseilles to 
represent the CALRE, as well as Wallonia. 

I would also like to stress the imminent publication of an excellent report by the High Level Group on European 
Democracy, which is chaired by Mr Van Rompuy, and which will make a whole series of proposals to put the house of 
European democracy on solid foundations. It is important to ensure that the essential rules are in place at EU level. 
Delegates have submitted no fewer than 40 proposals via the multilingual online platform and have submitted five 
proposals to this High Level Group on European Democracy. 

What are they about? First of all, we are asking to improve the participation of regional parliaments and local and 
regional authorities in shaping and implementing European policy by including a right of initiative. This would be a so-
called green card procedure. 

Secondly, given the principle of proportionality, i.e. the question of how European legislation will be implemented 
on the ground, again, there is a need for recognition of the same principle of subsidiarity. 

Thirdly, we need to include a systematic territorial evaluation to assess, if you like, the impact of European 
legislation at the level of the citizens, which covers issues of territorial importance, such as climate, health, transport, 
and so on. It is important to have a subsidiarity grid so that we know whether we need the subsidiarity principle. So this 
is an added value. I know that a grid already exists. It would be important to make good use of it. 

It is also important not to forget other initiatives, such as the Semester as well. It is important to ensure greater 
democratic participation in the Semester. We are all familiar with the situation, the particularly high rates of inflation, 
the budgetary procedures and the impact that this has on the budgets that are hit hard by the situation, with what is 
called a siphon effect. 

Then we also have other more technical proposals, such as the extension of the subsidiarity assessment from eight to 
twelve weeks in the framework of the early warning mechanism. It is also important to agree on the principles of 
governance and partnership. This could take the form of a code of conduct. 

So, dear friends, I am firmly convinced that the CALRE will support these proposals, not only in the current context, 
but also in the framework of our bilateral cooperation. 

Dear President, last June, together with the CALRE, we organised a conference on the European architecture and 
the role of local and regional authorities in this European architecture. We issued a declaration that was supported by 
many European regions. This alliance aims to increase our legislative impact on the European legislative process, by 
ensuring that we have a strong territorial impact on our respective powers and prerogatives. 

The Fit for 55 package on environmental and energy policies is undoubtedly an example to follow, an example of the 
transition that we are calling for in regions with a strong automotive tradition. I know that a number of working groups 
have been set up with the aim of ensuring coordination between these regions which are concerned. There is a real 
opportunity to influence the legislation, which is not insignificant. 

In conclusion, dear colleagues, dear friends, and especially dear signatories and co-signatories of this June 
declaration, I can only invite you and the different CALRE regions to contribute to this Alliance for Cohesion. It is of 
utmost importance to work hand in hand in this project. The colleagues of the Committee of the Regions remain at your 
disposal, should you need further information. We need you at all cost. We believe that together we are stronger. We 
believe that together we can make a real difference. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention. 

 

EXCHANGE WITH THE DELEGATIONS 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Thank you 
very much, Mr Tzitzikóstas, for your speech. 

I would like to invite the members who wish to do so to make their observations in relation to the continuation of 
the project "Contribution of political debates within the regional parliaments" or on the positioning of the CALRE 
within the Alliance for Cohesion, in particular with a view to enriching the future declarations. 
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Does anyone wish to speak? 

As no one is asking for the floor, I would like to thank President Tzitzikóstas for agreeing to attend our meeting and 
wish him a very good day, as I know that he has a busy agenda today. 

I hope to see you in Wallonia, in the Parliament, or to meet in Brussels at the Committee of the Regions. 

Mr Tzitzikóstas, President of the European Committee of the Regions. - Thank you very much.  

 

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE 
CALRE 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Dear 
colleagues, you have received the minutes of the last meeting of the Standing Committee which was held in Tenerife on 
26 November last.  

Are there any comments on the minutes?  

I do not see any requests to speak. I therefore take it that the minutes are adopted. 

 

5. INVOLVEMENT OF MEMBERS IN THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE ON THE FUTURE OF 
EUROPE 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Dear 
colleagues, I propose to move on to a subject of importance, since it concerns the involvement of our assemblies in the 
work of the Conference on the Future of Europe. As you know, each assembly is invited, if it has not already done so or 
is planning to do so, to become involved in the Conference on the Future of Europe and to enrich the multilingual 
digital platform. 

For the record, the Conference should reach conclusions and provide guidance on the future of Europe by next 
spring.  

 

SPEECH BY MR HERMAN VAN ROMPUY, CHAIRMAN OF THE HIGH LEVEL GROUP ON EUROPEAN 
DEMOCRACY OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - I wanted to 
invite Mr Herman Van Rompuy, President of the High Level Group on European Democracy of the European 
Committee of the Regions, to present to us the opportunity that the Conference on the Future of Europe represents for 
the regional assemblies with legislative powers to participate more fully in the proper functioning of the European 
Union. 

Mr Van Rompuy, President of the High Level Group on European Democracy of the European Committee of the 
Regions. - My congratulations on your appointment as President of the CALRE.  

Ladies and gentlemen, I will continue in English, if I may, especially on the work of the High Level Group, as it was 
called. I didn’t come up with the title myself. 

I will speak mainly about the report that will soon be published on our contribution to the Conference on the Future 
of Europe. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the Conference on the Future of Europe is, as you may have guessed, focused on the future. A 
few years ago, the European Union had no future, or so some people thought. Now we are reflecting on what shape that 
future will take. 

The choices made by the High Level Group at the outset were that democracy should be the main theme of the 
Conference. The Conference should be an exercise in democracy. 



10 

As you know, the European Union is a unique construction, a construction that emerged from the two world wars. It 
is an exercise based on essential values, such as democracy, the rule of law, but also the social market economy. The 
governance structure is based on democracy, the idea being that this democracy is exercised in two ways. All Member 
States operate on the basis of democracy, on the basis of a parliamentary majority, on the one hand, and on the other 
hand, at the level of the European Union, transnational democracy is expressed through a system of checks and 
balances through the European Parliament, the European Commission, but also the Council. 

It is important to take account of this dual nature of the European Union. We are a union of states, but also a union 
of citizens. Moreover, the Union is neither an international organisation nor, for that matter, a nation state. 

Despite this dual democracy, many citizens have the impression that the European Union suffers from a so-called - 
and I stress the word 'so-called' - democratic deficit. There is a lot of dissatisfaction with the way European 
democracies work in practice. That is why it is equally important to start by explaining why the European Union is the 
way it is, why the European Union has the institutions it has, and the system of checks and balances that is needed to 
give due consideration to everyone's interest. 

This would allow us to strengthen legitimacy and democracy, by working on more tractable political processes 
involving the different layers and strata of governance in Europe. 

We should adopt a much stronger response to the attacks on European legitimacy. At the same time, it is important 
to ensure more transparency in the functioning of European democracy. 

Schools, universities and the media can certainly help us in these efforts, but the leaders themselves must absolutely 
do much more than they are already doing to defend Europe, knowing that they have already taken a number of 
decisions in this sense at European Union level. It is not only European democracy that is under such pressure. All 
democracies are challenged from within. 

European democracy is the democracy of the European Union as such, but it is also the democracy of the Member 
States that constitute it. European democracy is the input, the decisions that are taken on how the citizens organise 
themselves. European democracy is ultimately the result that policies can have on jobs, on living standards, on the 
climate, on migration, on inequalities, and so on. 

We observe these two aspects of European democracy. In the Union, according to a number of services, it appears 
that there is an increasingly large section of the population that no longer believes in the values of democracy. 

For them, democracy is not a value in itself, namely the participation of everyone for the common good. This lack of 
belief in democracy is linked to a real lack of satisfactory results, a lack of added value, a lack of concrete and tangible 
results to be attributed to those policies which are so close to the lives and daily lives of many men and women We need 
a Union of results. 

The digital revolution, and in particular the development of the social networks, has radically changed the way our 
democracies work. These networks offer a myriad of possibilities for us to communicate with each other and access 
information. The internet has also undermined the quality assurance of information, lowered the level of debate and 
filled the public space with a deluge of simplistic slogans, fake news and polarisation. 

The real communities that connected citizens have been replaced by virtual bubbles that give no one the opportunity 
to play any concrete role. More than ever, a strong civil society is absolutely necessary to provide a counterweight to 
fragmentation and individualisation. More than ever, reliable public institutions are needed to improve trust in 
politicians. It is important to stand up to the lies. More than ever, we need equity, social cohesion, it is important to 
recognise that the pandemic and other crises can affect men and women in very different ways. 
 National and European legislation must better protect everyone from these divides. It is important to promote social 
cohesion so that no one is left behind. 

I also see another paradox: most people think that their freedom of expression will never be questioned, but there is 
a section of the population that votes for parties that only see democracy as a way for them to come to power. 
 For these parties, democracy is not a value in itself. 

Another reason why we are right to be concerned is that it is particularly sad that the European institutions have to 
take action to ensure the rule of law and respect for minority rights in some Member States. 

An absolute majority in Parliament does not necessarily mean that you have absolute power. 
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Democracy has become the subject of a conversation, where different stakeholders listen to each other speak about 
their concerns for the common good. It is important that moderation and respect prevail. This dialogue must take place 
between citizens and elected representatives, but also between citizens, but also between European, national, local and 
regional authorities. We need to improve the way we provide policy information. We must defend democracy. It is 
important to work on the contribution to bring about the results we can achieve. 

Decisions will have to be taken as a result of these democratic conversations, where leaders will have to show the 
way and take charge. There must also be no leadership deficit. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the problem of democracy in the European Union is a consequence of both its size, which 
translates into a lack of proximity, and of its diversity, which translates into the lack of a sense of belonging. 
 

In Demos, the first part of the word democracy, members are ready to show more solidarity and justice, but with the 
common currency, tourism, cultural exchanges, the Erasmus programme, and even continental sporting events, a 
European identity is emerging - albeit slowly. 
 We are getting to know each other better. This process is not one that we can afford to rush through. The younger 
generations, who have experienced a more mobile Europe, are full of hope for the future. 

It is important to ensure that citizens and elected representatives at local and regional level are empowered. Many 
citizens have more confidence in these representatives than in other political representatives. That's just the way it is. 

Politicians at local and regional level represent more than a million people, who can build bridges and bridge gaps, 
who can improve proximity, both between men and women and Brussels and between the European citizens themselves. 

In fact, no one else in the Conference on the Future of Europe thought of this aspect. This is a unique opportunity. It 
is important that this local and regional dimension of our democracies finds its place in the debate. 

The High Level Group assumes that the Conference on the Future of Europe will not decide to make substantial 
changes to the Treaty. The conference is not a convention as we knew it some time ago. However, we can still work 
within the structure to deepen the European Union and to deepen democracy. Look at how the European Union has 
taken on a greater role in 2020, for example through the joint acquisition of vaccines. Moreover, the first thing to do is 
to respect the current treaties and the values they contain. 

This important reflection on the future of our democracy will not end with this conference. Do not expect a 
Copernican revolution, but rather a conference that could be permanent, even if in a simpler form. 

It is important for us to secure our credibility, which is why it is important to have a dialogue with citizens as 
regularly as possible on the different political agendas. What are the priorities of European citizens? These are the kind 
of questions that need to be asked. It is important to have regular consultation on the implementation of our agenda. 

A key element in democratic renewal is the strengthening of participatory and deliberative democracies, because 
that is what is at the heart of our political system. We need to learn to talk to each other again. The technique used by 
the Conference on the Future of Europe, citizens' panels, digital platforms can also be used elsewhere. They should be 
taken very seriously by policy makers. 
 The Conference on the Future of Europe and its digital arm shows how much the internet can be used to reach out to 
citizens and to bridge the gaps, especially linguistic and geographical gaps between European citizens. 
 

All organisations - in particular the Committee of the Regions - could start with the needs of men and women to 
offer the possibility of strengthening communities by ensuring that local and regional authorities play a significant role. 

These digital tools need to be used much more by the positive forces in our society, which unfortunately still 
constitute a silent majority. 

It is true that democracy is a way of life. This mentality must be applied imperatively in private organisations, in 
companies, but also in the education sector. 

Representative democracy must be strengthened at all levels of competence, especially at European level, by 
ensuring that young people participate more in European elections, by strengthening European parties, and by ensuring 
that we have good procedures, such as more frequent use of qualified majority voting. This is actually something that is 
foreseen in the treaty. 
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Processes with innovative ideas, such as transnational lists, governments at different levels of power also strengthen 
this sense of belonging. Of course, the constitutional organisation of different countries must also be respected, but the 
European Union can be an example of better cooperation with national parliaments and councils in other countries. 
The EU can better assess the impact of certain measures to achieve better results.  

The Committee of the Regions should act as an intermediary at European level in this process, as a coordinator, 
facilitator and communicator. 

What is not formally foreseen in the Treaty can be implemented unofficially. This is how I see my role as President of 
the Council, what is not formally included can be established informally. The Committee of the Regions must play an 
ambitious role within the framework of the treaties, to participate in the decision-making processes and the 
implementation, and feedback phase with regard to European legislation. 

An inter-institutional agreement with the European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission is 
necessary to ensure that the position of the Committee of the Regions and the local and regional authorities they 
represent institutionally are taken into account in the best possible way. It is important to justify why the Council 
sometimes disagrees with certain positions of the regions. The Committee of the Regions must also review its own 
functioning in parallel to improve its efficiency and impact. 

All this must be done with due regard for the principle of subsidiarity. Governance must be carried out as close to 
the people as possible and tackle problems at the most appropriate level to achieve a goal that is designed for the 
people. 
 This allows for a dynamic system to be put in place. Today, the changes we are facing require a strengthening of the 
European level, but always in conjunction with the other levels of governance, be it at the local level, but also with the 
regional authorities. 
 

In our current geopolitical struggle and the globalisation of problems such as climate change, there is no longer any 
room for attachment to the concepts of the past. 

Dear colleagues, the High Level Group is in the final stages of adopting its final report. Then it will be up to the 
Committee of the Regions to reflect on the decisions taken and to move forward with the Conference on the Future of 
Europe. 

I would like to say that the time ahead of us will be crucial, not only for the European Union, but for democracy 
itself, the democracy of the European Union and democracy within the European Union. 

This work will not be finished after the work of the conference in the spring of this year. The ideas of the conference 
are an excellent outcome. It has been a difficult start, the first activities have shown how difficult it is to listen to each 
other. Politicians and European institutions need to be more involved, but what we need to avoid is the failure of the 
conference. Failure for those who want to encourage the European Union at their level, but also for Europe. For those 
who dream of a new convention, it is important that this conference perhaps is given more time than originally planned. 

We should not rush things. After all, there is so much at stake. Thank you very much. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Thank you 
very much, Mr President, for these extremely strong and interesting reflections.  

 

PRESENTATION BY EACH DELEGATION OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY THE MEMBERS IT 
REPRESENTS 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - I now invite 
those representatives who wish to do so to make a brief presentation of the contributions made by the members they 
represent or to react to Mr Van Rompuy's speech.  

I would like to inform you that the Regional Council of Friuli-Venezia Giulia has already sent its contribution to the 
General Secretariat, as has the Parliament of Wallonia. These are available on the website platform. 

The floor is now given to the Brussels Parliament. 
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Ms Mabrouk, Assistant to Mr Madrane at the Brussels Parliament. – Mr President, may I begin by extending my 
warmest congratulations.  

I am going to talk about what is being done in the Parliament of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation before talking 
about the Brussels Regional Parliament, if I may. 

The Parliament of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation has decided to organise an event entitled "What future for 
Europe? ", which is reserved for young people aged between 18 and 25. The day before this event, Friday 18th of 
March, will be used to explain, through accessible presentations, what is expected of the various participants and to 
provide them with the elements they need to tackle the project on the following day. 

On Saturday, the 19th of March, participants will be divided into four groups to discuss the following topics: 
! what Europe means to me; 
! what I propose to do to bring Europe closer to me; 
! what I concretely expect from Europe; 
! what I want Europe to stand for. 

Then, when all the groups have had the opportunity to express themselves, they will meet together to arrive not at a 
summary document, but at a common document fed by all the exchanges. 

The Brussels Regional Parliament launched a call for projects to which more than 750 Brussels residents between 
the ages of 18 and 30 responded. The aim was to participate in a youth panel on the future of Europe on the 5th and 6th 
of February 2022. A draw was held among the registered participants to determine a group of 40 participants who were 
as representative as possible of the Brussels population on the basis of gender, municipality of residence, language and 
level of education. 

These 40 young people will be invited to brainstorm on the following questions on the 5th and 6th of February 
! how to boost participation in the decisions of the European Union; 
! how to make Brussels the capital of all Europeans; 
! how to defend the rights and freedoms of all Europeans; 
! how to guarantee access to independent information and fight against fake news; 
! how to strengthen exchanges between young Europeans. 

Together, these participants will put together recommendations that will then be shared at European level and help 
shape the future of the European Union. Thank you. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - I give the 
floor to Mr Kurzeja. 

Mr Kurzeja, Assistant to Mr Madrane in the Brussels Parliament. - I have the honour of presenting what the 
Walloon Parliament has done at your initiative, on behalf of Mr Rachid Madrane, President of the Brussels Parliament, 
who apologises for not being able to be here today. 

The Walloon Parliament organised a decentralised event in the form of a hackathon. This event took place here, over 
24 hours, last November. It brought together 26 Walloons aged between 22 and 36. They were selected, on the one 
hand, through a call for participation open to all citizens residing in Wallonia. On the other hand, thanks to the 
intervention of specialised organisations, they were divided into six teams, each bearing a coloured name. The 
participants were invited to come up with an operational and innovative project related to one of the two selected 
themes. 

The first theme was "the impact of healthy lifestyles and climate change on quality of life in Europe". The second 
theme was "Barriers to youth employment in Europe". Resource persons and researchers accompanied the work. 
 Specific documentation was made available to the teams. 

Two projects were selected. The first project, Think Mobility, proposes the creation of a mobile application based on 
geolocation and QR code technologies to encourage the use of low-emission means of transport by citizens and provide 
them with advice on how to reduce their carbon footprint.  

The second project, Build your future, proposes concrete actions to better inform young people about the diversity 
of skills they can develop and to turn the spotlight on a wide variety of jobs that tend to be undervalued.  
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These debates were broadcast on the Parliament's YouTube channel and the members of the two winning teams were 
invited to present their conclusions at a meeting of the Walloon Parliament's Committee on European Affairs. 
 

Mr President, I hope I have communicated the most important elements to you. Thank you for your kind attention. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - I call Mr 
Zanin, from the Regional Council of Friuli-Venezia Giulia. 

M Zanin, from the Regional Council of Friuli-Venezia Giulia. - Hello everyone. Our region, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, 
which has a special status in the north-east of Italy, has already been engaged in discussions since 22 September 2021 
with the Regional Council. This meeting was attended by the President of the Regions, Mr TZITZIKÓSTAS, as well as 
the Head of Education of the Italian Committee of the Regions and President Mr Ciambetti. We sat down together for a 
joint discussion. Our region is a region where there is an active presence and participation.  

During this meeting, two main problems emerged that the Conference of the Regions must resolve. Firstly, how to 
eliminate the distance between European citizens and the European institutions. How to eliminate this distance which is 
felt by many citizens, and for whom the European institution is something very distant. An important medium must be 
used. The administrators must be involved in the decision-making process of the European institution and they must be 
physically involved to discover the power, the rules, the existence of these European institutions. 

This meeting was held in September last year. The will of our region is to build a permanent network of young 
administrators who will interface with the Regional Council, with the legislative assembly of our region. Their role will 
be to ensure permanent follow-up, make permanent proposals, permanent suggestions on how to deepen the 
relationship, throughout the year between what is decided at the level of the European institutions - Parliament, 
Council, Commission, and so on - and the repercussions that all this has on the regions and on the life of the citizens of 
our region, and on the administration of our regions and our municipalities too. 

In addition to this, we hope that the definition of this permanent network will serve as a reference in the future, and 
that it can also be part of a wider network at national level, but also at European level. This could give more weight to 
the regions. These nine administrators will be liaising with the European institutions and this will give more weight to 
the regions. 

In addition, another element emerged in this region: the future of Europe must be built with a coherent balance 
between participatory and representative democracy. During these meetings, it became clear that the construction of 
the Conference for the Future of Europe does not guarantee this balance, so we must push more towards participatory 
democracy. In fact, the European institutions want to involve European citizens directly through surveys, participations, 
documents This is very important, but we have perhaps forgotten to reflect on the indirect operational involvement of 
local administrations, those who represent representative democracy at their level. They have a certain legitimacy to 
represent the citizens. 
 It is therefore important to restore this balance. During this meeting, this need to rebalance participatory and 
representative democracy was expressed. 

We must involve the institutions that are between the citizens and the European institutions. These are structures that 
have the capacity to synthesise the needs of European regions and states. Local and regional requirements must be 
taken into account. 

If we want to build a network of young administrators at European level. If we want to rebalance participatory and 
representative democracy, another fundamental means for this and for the future of Europe is the political training of 
young people. It is necessary, at a time when politics, at least in Italy, is perceived with some suspicion by young 
citizens, when it no longer has the important role it used to have, the capacity to interpret the future and have a vision 
for the future, as was the case in the past. It is seen more as an instrument to solve immediate problems. Citizens tend to 
look to institutions to solve their immediate problems. 

It is therefore important to have a vision for the future, for the long term. The European institutions are therefore 
carrying out a very important process to train the European political leadership for the future. There is therefore an 
effort to be made at this level by everyone, because young administrators feel somewhat abandoned, at least in Italy, 
because they no longer have a formative role in relation to political training. Political parties have lost their role. So we 
need to think about a system that is coordinated at European level, but which must also be autonomous and which must 
have the capacity to set up a training process in the various States, but which at the same time follows a political 
training formula, because we need to build on the experience of young administrators, we need to build future 
European politics. 
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We discussed all this at the meeting on the 21st of September 2021. This is our contribution to the discussion at the 
Conference on the Future of Europe. Thank you and I wish you all the best with the work 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - I call Mr 
Garcia, from the Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous Region of the Azores. 

Mr Garcia, from the Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous Region of the Azores - Good morning Mr President 
of CALRE. Allow me to congratulate you on your speech. I wish you the very best in your role. Unfortunately, I was not 
able to attend the last meeting on the 26th, as I was busy with another meeting concerning this year's budget. Let me, at 
this initial stage, applaud the previous President, Mr Matos, for the work he has done over the last two years under very 
difficult conditions, to whom I would like to pay tribute at this particular time. 

I will try to be brief. I would like to report on some initiatives of the Azores Parliament with regard to the 
Conference for the Future of Europe. The Azores Assembly has encouraged the participation of the population and of 
all the Portuguese local and regional assemblies in this very important initiative, in which we have participated. There 
are some initiatives on the future of Europe, especially the Forum on the Future of Europe and other themes on 
democracy and participation of the citizens of the European Union. 

We would like to remind you that, in partnership with the CALRE, with the regions, we have also organised a forum 
on the future of the European regions and the role of the Azores and the other peripheral regions of Europe. In this 
initiative, we want to work towards the Conference for the Future of Europe and we want to develop these policies, 
which we are also preparing in the context of the 45th anniversary of our parliament this year, which marks our 
political autonomy, a conference dedicated to the autonomous policies of all our regions. 

We are just finishing this initiative, which is very commendable. We want to include the citizens, to encourage those 
who want this Europe and their spirit of life and to include them, mainly the youngest, in the construction of Europe 
with full legitimacy before the European Parliament and to tell young people that they are essential to the construction 
of a necessary European identity, in which we must convince our young people of the importance of the European 
Union. Therefore, including schools is also a concern for us and this is very important. It is important to include the 
new generations in our future so that they can and want to participate more in this European project and to give them 
support and develop their legitimacy. Thank you very much. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Thank you, 
President Garcia, for your speech.  

I would like to inform you that, following the publication of the conclusions of the Conference on the Future of 
Europe, I will send all members a form inviting them to make their contribution. This will enable us to publish a 
collection of these contributions and to promote them on social media. 

I would like to inform President Van Rompuy that he can stay with us for the whole of the work and that, if he 
wishes to leave, he has every opportunity to do so. 

 

6. ANNUAL EXCHANGE WITH THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESEARCH SERVICE (EPRS)  ON 
POLICY PRIORITIES RELATED TO THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION'S ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME 

FOR 2022 AND THE JOINT DECLARATION ON EUROPEAN UNION (EU) LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
FOR 2022 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Dear 
colleagues, it was with great sadness that we learned of the death on the 11th of January of David Maria Sassoli, 
President of the European Parliament. I will always remember him as a man of conviction, respectful of all and 
committed to serving the collective interest. Particularly attentive to the place of the regions in the European decision-
making process, President Sassoli had recently agreed to the drafting of an important memorandum between the 
Parliament and our conference. 

In a letter addressed to the members of the Bureau of the European Parliament, and then to President Metsola, I 
made an undertaking, in memory of President Sassoli, to work personally for the proper implementation of this bilateral 
agreement, which aims to better coordinate our respective work, to develop contacts between the members of our 
organisations, and to share our respective experiences and expertise. 
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SPEECH BY MR KLEMEN ŽUMER, HEAD OF THE LIAISON UNIT OF THE DIRECTORATE GENERAL 
FOR PARLIAMENTARY RESEARCH SERVICES AT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - In this 
context, I am pleased to invite Mr Klemen Žumer, Head of the Liaison Unit of the Directorate General for 
Parliamentary Research Services of the European Parliament to speak as part of the annual exchange with the Research 
Service on the political priorities related to the European Commission's Annual Work Programme for 2022 and the Joint 
Declaration on EU Legislative Priorities for 2022.  

Mr Žumer, Head of the Liaison Unit of the Directorate-General for Parliamentary Research Services at the 
European Parliament. - Thank you very much, Mr Jean-Claude Marcourt. First of all, I would like to congratulate you 
on your election on behalf of the European Parliament. 

(Inaudible remarks - Superposition of translations) 

I would like to underline this because, in my opinion, it is a concrete example of how we can really create links 
between the different levels of governance in a concrete way. The European Parliament is of great value in creating 
proximity with the European citizens. 

I would like to participate in the annual policy priorities. Regarding the first point which is included in our 
agreement, I would like to briefly present to you some of the key elements of the Commission's work programme which 
we have identified as priorities which may also be relevant for the regions. Secondly, I suggest that through the CALRE 
secretariat a contact person can be appointed who will be included in our Memorandum of Understanding.  

Thereafter, we will continue to keep in touch on a monthly basis to send you an update on the evolution of the 
policies and we will ask you for a contribution from your regions, from the parliaments, with your good ideas on the 
good practices, experiences that you have in the different policies that will be presented to the members of the 
parliaments. 

Before we start, I would like to draw your attention to the detailed analysis that our research centre has produced. 
You have the link in the chat. This will allow you to read these different pages. 

First of all, I would like to tell you that, since the beginning of the pandemic, the European Union has been working 
to strengthen the health sectors and contain the impact of the pandemic, focusing on the areas of health, economy, 
research, borders and mobility. 

In summary, the Commission's 2020 work programme was: "Strengthening Europe together". It was an ambitious 
programme to achieve the first objective, the recovery of the European Union, which is included in the Resilience 
Programme, and also to relaunch the transformation programme by accelerating the two transitions, the green 
transition and also the digital transition, in order to secure a real coherence. The year 2022 will also be designated as 
the year of youth.  

There are a number of initiatives, both legislative and non-legislative, that we can present in 2022. I will give you 
some examples. There are six chapters, six pillars that appear in the Commission's work programme. 

The first is the European Green Pact. It includes initiatives to complement the Fit for 55 package, but also actions 
for the circular economy, also the acceleration of renewable energy, but also biodiversity with funding possibilities that 
should be doubled, new rules on the sustainable use of pesticides and measures to promote more sustainable 
agriculture. 
  

It is important that the Commission can work on a number of legislative documents. It intends to work on a law on 
cyber resilience. It will also work on connectivity and bandwidth. 
 It also intends to work on the energy sector and is set on adopting a number of measures on the education sector. It will 
also propose a document in relation to mobility. 

Finally, with regard to the chapter on the economy for citizens, it is important that working conditions are as fair as 
possible. It is important to extend social protection. There will be a proposal for a communication to strengthen 
dialogue. We will also improve the situation of workers, especially those exposed to asbestos. The aim is also to improve 
access to capital for small and medium-sized enterprises and offer them a fairer tax system.  

As regards the next chapter, the Commission intends to set up a number of partnerships to work together with 
different partners around the world, the Global Gateway. 
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The Commission will work on the issue of autonomy. It will work on a strategy on energy engagement that will focus 
on clean energy, open markets, energy supply and will also work on the issue of ocean governance. 

In terms of promoting our European way of life, the Commission's intention is to continue to work on the security 
union and to continue to work on passenger information. There will be different initiatives to ensure cooperation in the 
field of higher education. There will also be initiatives on long-term care. 
 The idea is also to work with the pharmaceutical sector, but also to work on the issue of rare diseases. The idea is to 
create a European space for health. 

Regarding the next chapter, a new impetus for European democracy, the idea is to improve transparency, 
accountability and independence. We will work on the issue of media and media pluralism. Various initiatives will be 
taken in this area. The strengthening of judicial cooperation and in particular the situation of vulnerable adults in 
cross-border situations. This is essential. We will have to work on the issue of independence in particular. It will be 
important to ensure that we fight against harmful practices targeting women and girls.  

Very briefly, you have some examples that might interest you. You are, of course, free to make your own contribution. 
What is noteworthy is that this year there is a renewed emphasis on the importance of better regulation. It is important 
that decisions are made and that they are based on tangible and concrete evidence. It is important to take into account 
the impact that this will have on men, women and companies.  

It goes without saying that you are of course primarily concerned. It should be noted that, according to the 
Commission's work programme, almost all legislative initiatives will be accompanied by an impact assessment, which 
will give the Commission the opportunity to count on input from your regional parliaments.  

As far as the timetable is concerned, quite a few proposals concern the third and fourth quarter. This is when you 
should expect them to come out. Half of the proposals are scheduled for the last quarter. So we have time to fine tune 
these policy proposals as much as possible. 

In conclusion, we had our annual exchange with the representatives of local and regional authorities at the level of 
the European Parliament's Research Service. We will look into all these initiatives. Please feel free to follow us and 
have a look at our publications if you are interested. It goes without saying that we are expecting your input on all the 
policies mentioned.  

Specifically, I can tell you that we will be preparing pre-legislative briefings based on the input we receive from the 
cities and regions. Naturally, your input will be particularly useful.  

The most important topic, in fact, I should say that six topics have been identified, which are: 
! carbon removal certification; 
! digital education and skills, which is a recommendation to improve digital skills; 
! access to capital for small and medium-sized enterprises and how to facilitate this access; 
! a joint communication on ocean governance; 
! the European care strategy, including the revision of the Barcelona targets and proposals on long-term care; 

 
! a new impetus for European democracy, strengthening the independence and role of politicians. 

We will be working on all these European policies, but I have just mentioned those policies which will be of 
particular interest to us and on which we are counting on your contribution.  

Insofar as these policies will allow you to make your voice heard if you have a document that is related to the 
subject of these policies. If you have documents that are available and that you are able to send to us, we will mention 
them. We will include a link, we will include that in all the different language versions and we will bring it to the 
attention of all the Members of Parliament as they look at these legislative proposals. In the case of the six topics I 
mentioned, even before the Commission makes a proposal, so that they can already clear the ground and so that they 
can get a clear idea of what the regional perspectives are in relation to these different themes. This will allow them to 
prepare their work and to consider the possibility of organising an exploratory mission to your different regions.  

There is an example in the chat of what this briefing might look like. So you will have access to one of the latest 
briefings that we have published, which is an example of what I was talking about. 

Again, we probably don't have time for a long discussion, although I would be interested in any thoughts you might 
have, any questions you might have. 
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 I therefore propose to contact you directly at a later date and to identify contact points in your respective 
administrations. This would allow us, every month, once a month, to inform you of the main policy issues that are on the 
members’ table and we could thus ask for your input. If you have any document that you are willing to share with us, it 
doesn't matter what language it is in. It would be useful for us to receive these documents so that we can use them, study 
them so that, here in the European Parliament, we know what your position is on the ground, what your perspectives 
are. 

That is all I wanted to say. 

I thank you once again for your kind invitation. I look forward to working with you. 

President Marcourt, once again, congratulations on your commitment, especially in a personal capacity, to 
strengthening our cooperation. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – - Thank you 
very much, Mr Žumer, for your proposal and for the elements that will certainly feed the work of the CALRE working 
groups, as well as the resolutions that will be examined when we hold our next plenary assembly.  

 

EXCHANGE WITH THE DELEGATIONS 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – - Does 
anyone wish to comment on Mr Žumer's presentation?  

I do not see any requests to speak. 

We will propose to have a contact with the different thematic coordinators to discuss the 2022 action programme 
and then come back to Mr Žumer later. 
 

 

7. ORGANISATION BY THE CALRE OF A WORLD FORUM OF REGIONAL AND SUB-NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLIES  

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – - Dear 
Colleagues, following the first World Forum of Regional and Sub-national Assemblies held in 2015 on the initiative of 
the presidency held by the Regional Council of Lombardy, I proposed that the CALRE organise a second edition of the 
forum with the aim of updating the conclusions of the work carried out previously and of strengthening collaboration 
with other interparliamentary bodies. The forum will be held on the 3rd of June in Namur. I invite you to save this date. 

Each delegation has been asked to state the expectations of the members it represents with regard to the organisation 
of this forum. Does anyone wish to speak on this matter?  

I do not see any requests to speak. 

In that case, I propose to move on to the next item. 

 

8. CALRE "STARS OF EUROPE" PRIZE 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – - The 
CALRE "Stars of Europe" prize was created in 2016 with the aim of highlighting good practices and initiatives adopted 
by CALRE member assemblies that concretely improve an aspect or sector of the economic, cultural or social life of 
their territory and community, while underlining the positive impact of the European institutions in regional realities.  

In view of the resumption of the operation, we need to revise the selection criteria. A document containing these 
criteria, the elements to be completed, and a proposed timetable has been published on our website platform.  

Does anyone wish to speak on any of these matters?  

I don't see any requests to speak on this either. 
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We will continue on the basis of the proposed timetable. 

 

9. PRESENTATION OF THE WORK PROGRAMMES OF THE CALRE WORKING GROUPS 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE).  – - Dear 
Colleagues, we come to the last item on our agenda, which is the presentation of the work programmes of the CALRE 
working groups for the year 2022.  

I would like to thank the coordinators who have sent us documents. These can be consulted on the platform of the 
website and are also accessible to the general public. 

I would like to invite President Zanin, coordinator of the working group on Better Regulation and Policy Evaluation, 
to tell us about his programme. 

Mr Zanin, Coordinator of the Working Group on Better Regulation and Policy Evaluation. – Mr President, dear 
colleagues, I have the honour to be the bearer of the last reports... On the 12th of November 2021... the working group 
that deals with this regulation was convened. 
 In this forum, a 2022 work plan was defined. We see a whole series of actions. We should promote dialogue between the 
different regional legislatures on these specific themes... in relation to everything that has been done in our legislative 
assembles in terms of LT, because... quality of the work... then... we would like to analyse to identify the general 
criteria. 

These good practices... as an example... of work and for all those who wish to improve the quality of legislative 
work... to define... specific competences within the different regional assemblies that can constitute an experiment in 
legislative work... and that this exciting aspect ... deepen this aspect in order to be innovative in a model of legislative 
work... It is open to all those who wish to work... such as there is legislative work. 
  

To do this, we also have... meetings... by intelligent simplification, as a vehicle, as a tool... subsidiarity, in a quality 
process... which is focused... principle of horizontal subsidiarity and then a process and the impact of public policies in 
the different Regions in the next few weeks or not... Anyway, the first meeting before the summer and... takes place in the 
second half of the year... prepare for it, Omicron date, decree, subject... It's tackled. 
 We have a whole series of documents, interventions will allow us to elaborate a final synthesis, but it is not a meeting 
synthesis and I invite you to send to our coordinator all the documents considered useful to deepen the possibility... of 
quality... and the synthesis documents that are part of the common heritage, document... 

I thank you all for your attention and wish you all the best with your work. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Thank you 
very much, President Zanin. 

I have registered a request to speak from Ms Martín Delgado from the Extremadura Assembly who wants to speak 
about the CALRE Award and I give her the floor. 

Ms Martín Delgado, Coordinator of the Equality and Demographic Challenge working group. - I had indeed asked 
to speak before moving on to the next item, because I have a proposal to make to you on the issue of this Star of Europe 
Award. 

So we have this document transmitted by the Walloon legislative assembly, but apart from the points that have been 
envisaged, which are precisely those that are addressed in relation to the form taken by this prize, as we have this 
experience from having participated in this process during the last legislature, I wanted to point out to you that other 
suggestions should also be addressed, in particular the fact that there should be a limit on the total number of projects. 

I am told that there is no sound. Can you hear me? 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - We can hear 
you perfectly.  
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Ms Martín Delgado, Coordinator of the Working Group on Equality and the Demographic Challenge. - The idea 
was to limit the total number of projects that will be presented by the different members of the CALRE, because at a 
certain point, I think it was the case in 2016 in particular, some parliaments presented a large number of projects. This 
creates an imbalance, because everyone doesn’t participate on equal terms. I think we should limit the number of 
entries to one or two projects. 

There should also be a voting system. This should be established, because in the previous edition, we had a system 
of voting by those present and, in the end, the elected prizes were generally those linked to these representatives, which 
meant that we were marginalising, as it were, the legislative assemblies that did not have representation in the Standing 
Committee. I am thinking in particular of the Walloon Parliament, the presidency, the vice-presidency. Criteria should 
be established to guarantee equal conditions for participation. These are the elements that I wanted to share with you. 

Thank you, Mr President, for giving me the floor. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – - Thank you 
very much for the suggestions. We will integrate them and make proposals. It is true that limiting the number of projects 
and the voting process should enable us to give even more credibility to the prize we are awarding. 

Thank you, Ms Martín Delgado, for these suggestions. 

I now return to the thematic group. I give the floor to Mr Nicola Ignazio Finco, Coordinator of the working group on 
Equality and demographic challenge, to tell us about his programme 

M. Finco, Coordinator of the Equality and Demographic Challenge working group. - Good morning everyone, Mr 
President, we hope that this year will be the year when this cohesion policy group gets back on its feet. I propose to... 
the subjects occupied by Europe... then the role of the Regions such as the ICC. It is a very big job by the Regions... 
everything... because Covid hit... and they were the first to respond in socio-sanitary terms... well done... very effective... 
these models by the Regions... are going to be shared... becoming a model, in any case we could compare to other 
models... the pandemic showed... let's be clear, the weaknesses of the European health system. Each country has its... In 
Italy... health, a health hyperpassport in Italy... this is not the case either... obviously... other emergencies that are 
practically health-related, even if ecological... in view of the... we need to be able to send out, to send out flash, precise 
signals. We need to be able to coordinate and act in unison. 

At the moment, there are many questions about these community funds which give a little bit of breathing space. 
These are resources. These are funds that each of us uses to organise and reorganise ourselves. This could also be a 
subject for further study to try to understand how our regions are equipped to deal with these emergency situations.  

One thing I would like to say to you, if it is feasible at the organisational level... analysis of issues related to 
motherhood, women, difficult in terms of denatality, clearly births, beyond our political choices, population growth... 
generation of favourable policies and to future generations.  

... political topic for the next few weeks. I propose to organise in any case during the next weekend in Brussels and 
probably another meeting in September here in Venice. Welcome you here and try ... document with serious perspectives 
for tomorrow's Europe, at the European level. Thank you.  

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). –  - Thank you 
very much, Mr Finco.  

We are moving forward in time, and President Fuentes Rodriguez has told me that he has to leave us. I am going to 
give him the floor in his capacity as coordinator of the Strategic Working Group on Sustainable Development of 
European Regions.  

M Fuentes Rodríguez, Coordinator of the Working Group on Sustainable Development of European Regions - 
Thank you very much, Mr President. 
 Good morning to the CALRE members. I hope you are in good health and I am delighted that we can all start this year 
with great optimism. 

I would like to thank in particular the team of the Walloon Parliament for the work they have done to launch this 
new stage.  

We already had the opportunity to organise the last face-to-face meeting last November in the Canary Islands and I 
would like to congratulate your Parliament for the magnificent stage that we were able to enjoy when they held the 
presidency of the CALRE.  



21 

I would also like to welcome the new President of the European Parliament, Ms Roberta Metsola. From here in 
Spain, I would like to wish her all the best with her new duties. 

I would also like to echo the words of our President Marcourt, who calls on us to do everything possible to achieve 
the objectives, in particular to improve the coordination work with the Parliament at CALRE level.  

I would like to present a very brief assessment of what we have been able to implement from here, from our 
Parliament of Castilla y León in relation to the CALRE.  

During this legislature, we have released two working groups. There was one that dealt with depopulation, 
depopulation and the ageing of the population.  

Then there is the one dealing with sustainable development strategies for the regions of the European Union.  

These are two fundamental focus points that we have strengthened with the idea that we must continue this work, as 
we are doing at the level of the CALRE, of the different bodies of the European Union.  

There is the ageing of the population and depopulation. This is a problem that we are experiencing in many 
European regions and we wanted to take advantage of the opportunity that the economy offers us to highlight the 
situation of the elderly in our countries, focusing on the territories and areas that are the most depopulated within the 
European Union.  

I am thinking of the senior citizens' economy and we wanted to focus on young people who are the ones who 
stabilise the populations and determine the future of these regions. 

This is the only way that the new generations will be able to lay the foundations for the population to remain in 
those areas that are depopulated on our continent.  

We also announced our joint undertaking to develop a third age culture. A culture that must emphasise the rights of 
the elderly by promoting their well-being, by providing solutions to their concerns and problems.  

In relation to the focal point that interests us during this last year, it is sustainable development. From our 
parliament, we have created a forum to share and transfer knowledge in order to serve as a reference, to provide a 
useful reference and to ensure that everyone can contribute to achieving this objective of sustainable development.  

These are objectives that are based on economic, social and environmental missions and whose strategies are based 
on essential vectors: human dignity, regional and global stability, a healthy environment, a fair and just society, and a 
prosperous economy capable of covering costs. 

On this point, I would like to address all of you by pointing out that in our Autonomous Parliament of Castilla y 
León we are in the midst of an electoral campaign associated with the dissolution of Parliament in view of the 
forthcoming elections scheduled for the 13th of February.  

For this reason, I have considered it necessary to be cautious in this situation and to wait until the next parliament 
is constituted and then to pursue our underatkings and follow the timetable determined by the CALRE in 2022. 

We are going to pursue diligently all the decisions that we have taken so far. We will continue to follow any decision 
that has been taken and those that will be taken in the future.  

Finally, I express the desire that we will overcome the uncertainty of this pandemic and I encourage the great family 
of our assemblies to continue to deepen the democratic and participatory principles of the European Union.  

I therefore encourage the large family of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies to continue to 
strengthen the links between the regional legislative assemblies. I hope that, from the 13th of February onwards, we will 
be able to continue to meet.  

If not, I would like to say that it has been a real pleasure to work with you all.  

Thank you very much.  

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – Thank you,  
President Fuentes Rodríguez, for your speech. 
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We return to the agenda and I give the floor to Ms Martín Delgado, Coordinator of the Working Group on Equality 
and Demographic Challenges, to tell us about her programme.  

Ms Martín Delgado, Coordinator of the Working Group on Equality and Demographic Challenges. - Thank you 
very much, President Marcourt  

First of all, I would like to congratulate you on having accepted this presidency of the CALRE and on this first 
Standing Committee in your beautiful region of Wallonia.  

It is a pleasure to see you all again, even if virtually, in the context of this war waged by the virus against the whole 
planet.  

In November, in the Canary Islands, you will remember that our work focused on a demographic challenge from a 
gender perspective.  

This year, we are going to focus again on gender equality, and thank you for accepting my request , President 
Marcourt, so that the November assembly does not coincide with the Day against Gender Violence, which is an 
international day.  

You are aware that inequalities do not have only one face. 
 
 There really are gaps, abysses, that separate men and women and these have different faces. 

How else can we explain the fact that a European woman has to work 51 days a year for free compared to a man’s 
salary.  

Legislation has been passed at various levels of legislative authority. We have regulated equality between men and 
women.  

However, reality is stubborn and shows us that there is still a lot to be done to close the wage gap between men and 
women, which remains at 14.1% in Europe.  

If we continue at this rate, we will have to wait until the next century, the 22nd century, to eliminate this irreducible 
wage gap. It will take even longer in some EU countries.  

Women earn lower wages even though we are the ones who, during the pandemic, have done most of the frontline 
work: health work, general care, trade, teaching too. 
  

We are the ones who spend the most hours per week caring for our children and dependants in our families.  

We are the ones who devote the most hours per week to household tasks. We women are also the ones who represent 
the largest percentage of part-time workers.  

As a result, we are also the ones who receive the lowest pensions.  

These pensions reflect our professional career and these lower salaries, these lower pensions, prevent women's 
independence and prevent women from being free and facilitate the perpetuation of violence against women.  

So it is essential that we address this reality, to find the loopholes that prevent the application of the laws that have 
been approved and the loopholes that prevent our economic, personal and physical autonomy.  

Very often we cannot even make decisions about our own bodies, for example about our reproductive rights or about 
abortion.  

So, in order to address this complex situation, I propose a calendar of actions that will allow us to propose 
initiatives that contribute to facing and overcoming these challenges. From February onwards, the members of the 
working group will receive a questionnaire through which we want to gather information to study the differences that 
exist between the regions, between the countries of the South and the regions of the North in terms of salaries.  

We want to have more information on the wage differences between men and women. On the 8th of March, 
International Women's Day, we will highlight the gaps that still exist and that prevent women from being free.  
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As regional parliaments, we will create conditions that enable us to legislate for fair pay for men and women.  

In the summer, in June and July, we will convene our annual meeting. We hope that this meeting can be organised 
with our physical presence, face-to-face in this region of southern Europe.  

We will present the conclusions of the study that I mentioned earlier and we will talk about the lessons that we can 
learn from the equality week that will take place in March.  

We will work on these conclusions to present them to the European Parliament and to the European Institute for 
Gender Equality, with which this Parliament has always had an excellent working relationship.  

In November, we will finally have the European Equal Pay Day and we hope to be able to communicate all the 
relevant information to the European Commission's Equality Commissioner.  

You see all the work we have ahead of us and I encourage you, please, to join us because today I am the only female 
President at this meeting. I ask you to take part in this work because it is a theme, it is a fundamental subject for the 
future of Europe. This debate on gender equality is the keystone on which we can build a fairer society and a stronger 
Europe. 
 

Thank you very much. Allow me to affectionately embrace the President of the Court of Castilla y León. I wish you 
all the best in the elections that will take place in just 13 days' time. Thank you all. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). –   - Thank 
you, Madam President.  

I would like to inform you that, as I have not received any application to take over the coordination of the working 
group on European legislation and public investment, I am formally deactivating it. It is of course possible for the 
plenary assembly to re-establish this working group in the future.  

I would like to invite Vice-President Borghetti, Coordinator of the working group on Health inequality in European 
social health systems, to tell us about his programme. 

Mr Borghetti,  Coordinator of the Working Group  on Health Inequalities in European Social Health Systems. - 
Good morning to everyone. President Marcourt, before all those who are at this important meeting, thank you. 

Mr President, I thank you for organising such an impeccable plenary meeting and for putting all these subjects on 
the agenda so that we can talk about the issues related to Europe and our regions. 

My working group was set up in 2019. It deals with issues related to inequality in health issues. Of course, in 2020-
2021, there were all sorts of new issues related to inequality because of the pandemic. 
 In the years 2019 and 2020, we have welcomed good practices in all our European regions. 

First of all, I have a file that you can consult on our CALRE website. It is very important to consult it. The website 
allows you to do just that. 

I would like to thank the president, Mr Marcourt, for having relaunched the entire CALRE website on which you will 
find a series of documents. In the working group on health inequalities, in the last year in particular, we have developed 
a specific dossier to explain the negative effects of the pandemic on health inequalities according to where you live, as it 
is not the same if you live in the city, in the mountains or in a rural area; the level of education; the gender, it is not the 
same if you are a man or a woman, because you take care of your health in a different way; and according to age. 
 
 
 
 

We now know that new forms of inequality arise from the availability of vaccines in our good old Europe. There is a 
whole series of obsolete practices. With the pandemic, our hospitals have performed extraordinarily well, on the whole. 
There are monstrous backlogs at times. There are places where we need to regain some ground. Other hospitals, other 
regions want to catch up. 

We would therefore like to explain how certain regions, following the pandemic, are implementing new practices to 
eradicate these forms of inequality. We intend to meet in Milan in March to collect all these questionnaires. I am 
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already proposing a date that you should note down: the 13th of May in Milan, with your physical presence, if that is 
possible. We are going to produce a summary, a summary document with guidelines and avenues for reflection, not only 
in our regions, but also for Europe. We need a Europe that is increasingly able to coordinate an interesting policy. We 
have seen how important Europe is. Whether it is vaccines in the first phase, treatments, as recently as a few weeks ago, 
European body in charge of authorisations, approvals of medicines, new treatments that are approved in relation to the 
treatment for covid, vaccines of course. In terms of prevention, we can treat Covid to avoid that... 

In terms of distribution, we will have to coordinate at European level so that this care can be available on all 
European territories and on all our regional territories. 
 We could succeed, starting out from our working group, to make these new treatments available.  

We would like to present the results of our work to the European Commissioner for Health, Stélla Kyriakídou, 
whom we could receive, why not with President Marcourt, to communicate the results of our work to the heart of the 
European institutions. 

Mr President, it should be possible to visit a very special place that has fought very effectively against health 
inequalities. I invite you all to visit the work of Blanca Martín Delgado. 
 I am very willing to participate in their working group. Obviously, there are too few women participating in our policy 
working group on women. I am also ready to participate in the working group that Blanca Martín Delgado is 
coordinating. I am sending her the invitation. 

Thank you and good work to all of you. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – - Thank you 
very much, Vice-President Borghetti. 
  

I now give the floor to Mr Morera Català, coordinator of the working group on Linguistic and Cultural Diversity to 
tell us about his programme. 

Mr Morera Català, Coordinator of the Working Group on Linguistic and Cultural Diversity. - Hello. I would like to 
greet all the presidents of the European parliamentary assemblies, especially the president, Blanca Martín. 

I will be very brief. I would just like to congratulate the Walloon Presidency because you have managed to 
technically improve our platform, our website and our working document on cultural and linguistic diversity which is 
on the platform. In this document, we summarise what we have done in the field of linguistic diversity and the 
contributions we have made. Now we are working on the European Commission's project on the European cultural 
agenda. This is an action of the European Commission on which we have given our opinion. The conclusions are in the 
documents that are on the platform. 

What we want to do is to continue to collate the visions of the European regions, many of which have cultural 
competences, to contribute to the Commission's document and thus bring to the European cultural agenda our 
proposals for improvement in view of the Conference for the Future of Europe. 

Those of us who have participated in the working group believe that Article 151 of the Union is fundamental: a 
Union that respects the cultural and linguistic diversity of the European states and regions and that holds up this 
diversity as an important strategic factor. 

We have drawn up the timetable as part of our proposal. At the moment it is in English, but we will also send it to 
you in Spanish and, if we can, in French. 
 There is a proposal for a timetable, a proposal for face-to-face and virtual meetings. With the improvements that we are 
going to receive from all the European parliaments, all the legislative assemblies, we will make proposals that we will 
present to the CALRE assembly. 

When the CALRE assembly has finished this document, we will distribute it to the bodies and institutions of the 
Union, to the European Commission, among others, so that our voice, our position, is taken into account. 

That's all. Good work. Dear President, despite the difficult conditions, I hope that Wallonia's presidency of the 
CALRE will be a success. In any case, we will all work together to make it a success. 
 Thank you very much and I wish you a good afternoon. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Thank you, 
President Morera Català, and thank you for your good wishes. Thank you, dear Enric.  
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I would like to invite President Matos Expósito, coordinator of the working group on Migration policy and human 
rights, unaccompanied foreign minors, to tell us about his programme. 

Mr Matos Expósito, Coordinator of the Working Group on Migration Policies and Human Rights - Unaccompanied 
Foreign Minors. - Thank you very much, President Marcourt. First of all, I would like to congratulate you on the 
organisation of this committee. I would also like to congratulate you and thank your team. 
 We know, as experience has shown, that organising a committee of this nature is particularly difficult. There are all 
these elements underlying the organisation which are particularly complex. Today we are on the other side and we 
really want to congratulate your team, Mr President. 

I would also like to thank all of you for your messages of appreciation to our Parliament for taking on the 
responsibility of the CALRE presidence. 
 Thank you very much indeed. Of course, this would not have been possible without your cooperation at the time. 

I would also like to offer the following information in the context of this working group. As is often the case, there 
are these phenomena that occur within the European Union. We know that there are other working groups, all of them 
equally interesting. I am thinking in particular of the one on health or the one led by Blanca Martín on the equality of 
demographic challenges. In all these working groups, we can see that there are phenomena that require responses that 
are often mainly assumed at regional level. 

Irregular migration, illegal immigration, is certainly an extremely important issue. It is a fact that there has been 
some progress recently in the European Union with the implementation or an attempt to implement common policies on 
the issue of illegal migration. 

However, the response to this humanitarian crisis is essentially regional, especially for regions such as ours, which 
have their own competences and are obliged to use their own resources to deal with a phenomenon that is relevant 
across the European Union as a whole. 

The reaction to this humanitarian crisis, a reaction to a crisis that is certainly going to become more widespread, 
even if there is a certain slowdown due to Covid with all the associated restrictions on mobility. But we have to be 
aware that, as soon as the restrictions are lifted, we will again be faced with a situation of receiving and managing all 
these irregular migration movements, as Europe has experienced over the last decades. 

Of course, there is the question of respect for human rights, with the constant desire to find the most suitable 
solutions by identifying the sources, the origins of this migratory crisis. However, there must be a coordinated response, 
as is the case with all European Union policies, a policy in which there must be coordinated decision-making while 
ensuring full respect for human rights in the context of these migratory phenomena. 

The European Union is a standard-bearer in terms of freedom, it is a space - even if we have doubts internally with 
this debate on the future of Europe - we are still perceived as this space of freedom, this space that ensures respect for 
personal freedom and takes political measures in this sense. 

There are millions of human beings who are knocking insistently on our doors, crowding at our borders, and who 
want to improve their living conditions. I also think that we have to do our bit, our contribution as a region. We have 
developed a work plan which we have passed on to you. Within this framework, we want a series of aspects to be 
addressed: 
! respect for human rights; 
! country of origin issue; 
! search and rescue; 
! dignified, humanitarian reception; 
! specific attention to unaccompanied minors. 

As I said earlier, during this year and a half of the pandemic, the flows have stopped somewhat. Our region, as you 
know, is located in the middle of the Atlantic, and we are close to the African coast, but we have felt a certain pressure 
due to the location of our territory, a much more intense pressure today. 

These are the objectives that we have set in this working group. We are sure that the contributions of the different 
groups of parliaments that will participate will enrich this proposal. In this way, we will be able to offer the European 
institutions a vision from the perspective of the regions which, with their own means and with their own legislation, with 
their own resources, are facing the most complicated side, the most complicated situation of this migratory crisis. 
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These are the first lines to follow. We must think about these people who are reaching the borders of the European 
Union for the first time and reflect on this. Thank you very much. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – - Thank you, 
President Matos Expósito. 
 

I would like to invite President Castillo Baños, Coordinator of the Working Group on Natural Disasters, to tell us 
about his programme. 

Mr Castillo Baños, Coordinator of the Working Group on Natural Disasters. – - Good morning, first of all I would 
like to congratulate our president, Mr Jean-Claude Marcourt, from the Parliament of Wallonia, and wish him all the best 
during his years as president of the CALRE. I would also like to congratulate the Vice-President, Mr Gustavo Matos, 
for the excellent work he has done over the past few years, which have been particularly difficult, and I am one of the 
witnesses of the work he has done in the CALRE from the point of view of the Region of Murcia. I would also like to 
wish the new President of the European Parliament all the best. 

I am delighted to be leading the working group on natural disasters. Covid has been the main disaster we have had 
to deal with in recent months. We hope to return to normality in our work and meet face to face again. We need it so 
much, as we meet in a much colder setting. 

We had to postpone, delay the meeting of the assembly on natural disasters and other issues because we had to 
organise this activity in October, and bring in a whole range of national and international experts. 
 

I would particularly like to thank comrade Morera, who is the President of the Valencia Parliament, because he 
offered his help on this occasion. Both the Valencian and Murcian communities are suffering and have to put up with all 
these negative phenomena, in a territory that we practically share, there is a lot of insecurity, because we had to work 
in both regions. The repercussions are terribly damaging to both our territories. I would therefore like to thank Enric 
Morera in particular for his position and for all his offers of help, in relation to this work that we were not able to do in 
the end because of the pandemic. 

It is work that has been postponed. We set another date and once again covid has caused disasters in Spain. There 
are also natural disasters that have diverted our attention, with the problem of the volcano in La Palma, in the Canary 
Islands, on the Isla Bonita, which has greatly affected the course of life in that territory, affecting the situation of 
families, even though there has been no personal damage. 

We had the pandemic on the one hand, and then all the phenomena that occurred in La Palma. As a result, we had 
to take the decision to postpone these days. On this occasion, I would like to officially point out that we want to hold it 
in 2022. We have been thinking about June, late May or early June would be the date. 

Indeed, we have as a reference one of the future challenges of the European Union for this year 2022, which is the 
Europe of ecological transition, the transition in terms of the environment, and our working group on natural disasters 
wishes to work along these lines during the year 2022. 

The environment would be a key focal point. We have already started our work this week. On Wednesday the 26th of 
January. If you remember, we celebrated World Education Day, and the Assembly of the Parliament of Murcia carried 
out a campaign, in the media, with a message emphasising the importance of preserving the environment, the 
importance of combating climate change in the face of a whole series of phenomena that can lead to natural disasters. 
 This is a duty for us as an institution. 

The objective must be to determine the role of regional parliaments in dealing with natural disasters in their area of 
influence. We planned to focus on law-making and government oversight by sharing experiences for improvement. 

We emphasised our specific role as CALRE members. I would like to give you a recent example: the island of La 
Palma. In the face of this natural disaster, the citizens want support from the institutions, both economic and 
participatory. 

Responding to these demands is precisely the axis that requires our coordination. We have those governments that 
have to address the issue of sensitive infrastructure, there is a whole series of requests for assistance that have been 
provided to the different bodies. 
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There are education policies and training policies that need to revolve around the issue of environmental 
preservation. We must not forget that climate disasters are a challenge in Europe. They have a social and economic 
cost, and this is probably an area that should be reviewed, particularly by adopting new strategies. 

All this leads us to look again at an analysis of all these phenomena in the light of climate change. 

Citizens want better and faster responses to strengthen and improve our Europe.  

I would like to thank you for your attention and to reiterate, Mr President, my thanks to you and to the Parliament of 
Wallonia. 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). – - Thank you 
very much, President Castillo Baños. 

I must inform you that Vice-President Porello, Coordinator of the Subsidiarity Working Group, has informed me that 
he is unable to join us today due to other institutional commitments. 

Colleagues, you will recall that at the Plenary Assembly meeting in Tenerife on the 26th of November last, President 
Martin Delgado indicated her willingness to reflect on the permanent nature of certain working groups. It was agreed to 
continue the reflection with a view to a vote at the next meeting of the plenary assembly, which, according to our rules 
of procedure, is empowered to discuss and approve amendments to the rules. 

May I propose that, with a view to the second meeting of the Standing Committee, I contact the various delegations 
and propose an amendment to Rule 27.2 of our Rules of Procedure? We would then have the opportunity to discuss this 
proposal on the 1st of July in order to vote on an amendment, which I hope will be consensual, at the plenary session on 
the 18th of November. May I have your agreement on this way of proceeding? 

I do not see any requests, I even see approvals. We shall proceed as we have done. 

 

10. MISCELLANEOUS 

Mr Marcourt, President of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE). - Dear 
Colleagues, as the items under "Miscellaneous" on the agenda have already been dealt with during the meeting, and as 
the time is running out, I propose that we finish here, unless someone asks for the floor. 

I thank you very much for your contributions and I look forward to seeing you again, hopefully in person, on the 1st 
of July for our second meeting. I wish you an excellent afternoon and thank you for taking part in our meeting. 

- The session is closed at 1.15 p.m.   


