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Laura Borràs i Castanyer 
 
Born in Barcelona on 5 October 1970, she is married to surgeon Xavier Botet and is the 
mother of Marta. 
 
Strongly influenced by her time at the Virolai School in Barcelona and inspired by her 
father's love of the arts, from a very early age she has nurtured a passion for classical 
music and opera, albeit most of all for literature and teaching, and this life experience 
has translated into her long academic career.  
 
 

Education, academic and professional life 

She holds a degree in Catalan Philology (1993) and a PhD in Romance Philology (1997) 
from the University of Barcelona. She is a lecturer in the Department of Linguistic and 
Literary Education, and Teaching and Learning of Experimental Sciences and 
Mathematics at the University of Barcelona where she has been giving classes since 
1995. Part of her academic work has addressed promoting literature in digital 
environments, particularly on social media. From 2000 to 2020, she led the ‘Hermeneia’ 
research group, made up of lecturers from various European and American universities, 
which explores the connections between literary studies and digital technologies. Since 
2010, she has been the academic director of the master’s degree in Literature in the 
Digital Age at the University of Barcelona.  

Her extensive experience in academia coupled with a vast body of published work led 
her in 2013 to take on the post of director of the Institute of Catalan Letters (ILC). In this 
role she strove to raise awareness of Catalonia’s literary heritage with a view to finding 
“unusual spaces for literature”. She held this position until January 2018, when she left 
the post of ILC director to take up her seat as a member of the Catalan Parliament, 
which she won in the December 2017 election. 

  

http://www.lauraborras.cat/ca/curriculum-vitae/curriculum-vitae/articles-i-altres-publicacions/
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Political career 

Her political career began following the referendum of 1 October 2017 and the events 
which ended with the suspension of Catalonia’s autonomy through the application of 
Article 155 of the Spanish Constitution. In December 2017, she stepped forward to run 
as an independent candidate on the Junts per Catalunya (Together for Catalonia) list 
led by President Puigdemont, which was the most voted among the pro-independence 
forces.  

She was elected to the Catalan Parliament in the election of 21 December 2017, and in 
late May 2018 she was appointed Minister of Culture of the Government of Catalonia by 
President Quim Torra i Pla. Her work as minister largely concerned rectifying the harm 
caused by the application of Article 155 while also fostering and promoting Catalan 
culture and the Catalan language.  

She held the position of Minister until March 2019 when she became the head of the 
Junts per Catalunya ticket for the Spanish Congress of Deputies. She was elected as a 
member of parliament and served as spokesperson for her parliamentary group in the 
Congress until February 2021.  

On 12 March 2021, and after being chosen by party members in a primary as the Junts 
per Catalunya candidate in the parliamentary election of 14 February, she was elected 
President of the Parliament of Catalonia and became the third woman to take the post, 
the first after the application of Article 155. 
 

 

 

 

 


