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EU-wide coalition urges national governments to involve regions and cities in the 
preparation of post-COVID recovery plans and to avoid a "vaccine divide" in Europe 

 

On the eve of the European Council meeting, the #Cohesion Alliance – an EU-wide alliance of 12 000 
signatories advocating for a stronger cohesion policy after 2020 – calls upon Member States to work in 
partnership with local and regional governments in the design, implementation and governance of national 
recovery and resilience plans. The Cohesion Alliance also urges national parliaments to ratify the decision on 
own resources as soon as possible, allowing the European Commission to borrow up to EUR 750 billion on 
the capital markets to address the negative effects of the COVID-19 crisis. Moreover, the Alliance warns EU 
leaders against the risk of a competition for vaccines, as this would increase inequalities between European 
regions, cities and villages.   
 
Local and regional governments have been on the frontline of the health crisis from the outset, and will play a key role 
in delivering a fair, sustainable and resilient recovery across Europe. However, as Member States prepare their 
national recovery plans, it has become clear that in many countries our regions, cities and municipalities, as well as 
our socio-economic partners, are not being meaningfully involved in the planning process. 
 
Europe’s recovery will only be as resilient as the recovery in all its regions, villages, towns and cities. Their needs are 
diverse, and an effective recovery is only possible if we acknowledge and address the numerous challenges and 
divides faced by all of Europe's territories, from the rural and most isolated areas to the most urbanized, from islands 
to mountainous regions, sparsely populated and border regions. Investments need to match territorial needs. Without 
a real say for local and regional governments in the design, implementation and governance of the national 
recovery and resilience plans, there is a serious risk that many regions will be left behind. Local and regional 
governments are responsible for a third of public expenditure and half of public investment in the EU. The recovery will 
simply not happen without them on board. 
 
European solidarity means proving with action that cohesion is a fundamental value for the EU. We therefore call 
upon all Member States to work in partnership with local and regional governments, socio-economic partners 
and civil society in the design, implementation and governance of national recovery plans which are to be 
submitted to the European Commission by the end of April. We underline the need to fully respect the principles of 
partnership and multilevel governance, and for a place-based approach in this process.   
 
The Cohesion Alliance welcomed the creation of the EUR 750 billion recovery instrument Next Generation EU, also 
known as the Recovery Plan for Europe, as an historic moment for the European Union. Now it is time to translate 
the most powerful investment plan ever deployed by the EU into action. However, too many Member States have yet 
to ratify the decision on own resources, the piece of legislation that would enable the European Commission to 
borrow up to EUR 750 billion on the capital market to address the consequences of the COVID-19 crisis. Its swift 
ratification by all EU countries is key to boost the recovery in Europe with fresh money. National parliaments must 
therefore ratify the decision as soon as possible. 
 
Finally, European solidarity means working together to deliver a truly European vaccination campaign. A fragmented 
campaign benefits no one and would jeopardize the recovery by widening inequalities between Europe’s regions. This 
is why, ahead of the European Summit, the Cohesion Alliance warns EU leaders against the risk of a competition for 
vaccines on the ground. We call for close coordination between the EU, regional and national governments to make 
sure that the needs and expectations of all our citizens are met.  
 

https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/Pages/cohesion-alliance.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/Pages/partners.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/Pages/partners.aspx
https://memportal.cor.europa.eu/Handlers/ViewDoc.ashx?pdf=true&doc=COR-2021-00131-00-00-TCD-TRA-EN.docx
http://www.oecd.org/cfe/regionaldevelopment/Subnational_Finance_Nuancier_EU_2019.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-europe_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/treaties-agreements/agreement/?id=2020025&DocLanguage=en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/treaties-agreements/agreement/?id=2020025&DocLanguage=en
https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab
https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab


We must put all our efforts into avoiding a ''vaccine divide" that would increase inequalities between our 
regions, cities and villages. 

 
 
Contact the secretariat: 
CohesionAlliance@cor.europa.eu 
 

             
 
The Cohesion Alliance 
 
The #CohesionAlliance is a coalition of those who believe that EU cohesion policy must continue to be a pillar of the EU's future. To avoid 
cuts in the next EU long-term budget and raise awareness about the vital role of cohesion policy, the #CohesionAlliance was initially launched 
by leading associations of regions and cities - the Association of European Border Regions (AEBR), the Assembly of European Regions 
(AER), the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE), the Council of European Municipalities and Regions 
(CEMR), the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) and EUROCITIES - and the European Committee of the 
Regions in October 2017. The Alliance is asking that the EU budget after 2020 make cohesion policy stronger, more effective, visible and 
available for every region in the European Union. Since its launch, the Alliance's declaration has been signed by more than 12000 individual 
signatories, 140 regions, 137 cities and counties, 50 associations of regional and local governments, 40 Members of the European Parliament 
and 35 EU sectoral associations. Anyone who believes in EU cohesion policy is welcome to join the #CohesionAlliance by signing the 
declaration. 

Your personal data are processed in accordance with the requirements of Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, 
offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC. You 
may, upon request, obtain the details of your personal data, rectify any inaccurate or incomplete personal data, or ask for your data to be 
removed from our mailing list. 
 
Should you have any queries concerning the processing of your personal data, please address them to PresseCdr@cor.europa.eu. You can 
also send an email to the CoR data protection officer data.protection@cor.europa.eu. As regards the processing of your personal data, you 
have a right to recourse at any time to the European Data Protection Supervisor  https://edps.europa.eu/about-edps/contact_en. 
For further information about our privacy policy, please visit the page: https://cor.europa.eu/en/Pages/legal-notice.aspx. 
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