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Short description of  the initiative 
  
Over one hundred students from the Secondary School Tamujal in Arroyo de San Serván (Badajoz, 
Extremadura) participated in the 1st School Plenary Against LGBTI-Phobic Bullying, a 
pioneering initiative in national and regional European parliaments that brought together the 
personal testimonies of  students and family members for promoting dialogue, raising awareness, and 
generating commitments on the issue of  bullying against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transsexual 
students in the school environment. 
 
The activity took place in the Chamber of  the Extremadura Assembly, where 
students took the roles of  regional members of  parliament, taking their seats. 
 
The sitting, moderated by the School President supported by her Bureau, started with 
the intervention of  institutional representatives like the President of  the Assembly of  
Extremadura, the President of  Fundación Triángulo, and the Junta de Extremadura 
Spokesperson.  
 
Then, a workshop was organized, where terms like homosexual, bisexual, 
heterosexual or transsexual were defined in order to raise awareness on and give 
visibility to discrimination and bullying situations that take place in schools. 
 
Also, the rights of  this group were referred to, rights that are enshrined in Law 
12/2015 of  April 8 on social equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, 
transgender, and intersexual people and on public policies against sexual orientation 
and gender identity-based discrimination adopted by the Autonomous Community 
of  Extremadura. 
 
Next, teachers presented their vision from a double perspective: on the one hand as 
tutors of  students suffering LGBTI phobia, and on the other hand as victims of  
sexual orientation-based discrimination by the student community in schools. They 
spoke about how a different disciplinary regime is applied to these cases, the lack of  
understanding from colleagues and the management, and the inaction from the part 
of  the public administration. 
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In both cases, teachers asserted the need for the whole educational community to 
engage in the implementation of  an education for diversity and equality, defining 
strategies to address different emotional-sexual options which need to be accepted 
and visualized as elements that enrich the development of  the personality. 
 
Students themselves also described in the first person episodes of  bullying suffered 
in the school environment, and shared life experiences connected to their struggle to 
achieve equality and adjust fully. Parents of  children who faced similar situations 
spoke as well.  
 
The sitting ended with the testimony of  two lesbian women, mothers of  a girl, who 
spoke about the challenges they faced to send their daughter to school because of  the 
bureaucracy and a system that does not take into account diversity in family units, as 
well as having to deal with materials that don’t include sexual diversity among the 
subjects to be studied by their daughter. They advocated for the commitment of  
families and the authorities so that the rights enshrined in the Law can become 
effective and reach the schools, thus realizing a community education where there is 
room for everyone; because silence in the face of  this type of  situations, that can 
sometimes even be aggressive, makes one an accomplice. 
 
At the close of  the sitting, the School President summarized the debate and the 
conclusions reached in the following words “after hearing all the interventions in this 
Chamber we may state that bullying on the grounds of  homophobia, lesbophobia, biphobia, and 
transphobia means all types of  hate, rejection or contempt, whether direct or indirect, against, gay, 
lesbian, bisexual or transsexual people and their family environments. We also state that all these 
situations affect the student community very negatively; therefore, from the Assembly of  
Extremadura we call on the competent authorities to reinforce immediately the mechanisms of  action 
for the prevention and eradication of  this scourge”. 
 
The conclusions drawn after the debate were addressed to all actors in the 
educational community, to the regional, national, and European institutions, as well 
as to other bodies so that they promote policies, protocols for action, and initiatives 
aimed at putting an end to sexual orientation-based bullying in schools.  
 
The complete sitting can be watched in the link below. 
 
http://www.asambleaex.es/acto-304 
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Role of  the regional Assembly:  
 
The Assembly of  Extremadura played a very active role in this activity, with key 
support from the Fundación Triángulo Extremadura, a non-profit organization 
whose aim is to achieve social equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual 
people, with offices in various parts of  Spain. 
 
The School Plenary took place in the Chamber of  the Regional Parliament and was 
supported by its President, Ms. Blanca Martín Delgado, who is deeply involved in the 
defence of  equal opportunities, by the Junta de Extremadura Spokesperson, and by 
other governmental and legislative authorities in the Region. 
 
The desire to struggle and achieve full equality and non-discrimination for LGBT 
individuals was made patent in the Assembly of  Extremadura since a very early stage, 
in representation of  the voice of  the people in Extremadura, despite the fact that our 
region was the last Autonomous Community in Spain to have an association or 
established group to defend their rights. Thus, on June 27 of  2005, the Assembly of  
Extremadura became the first Spanish Parliament to defend the rights of  this 
community, rejecting all forms of  sexual orientation-based discrimination, through an 
institutional statement signed by the three parliamentary groups in Extremadura on 
the right to sexual difference and against homophobia. 
 
The society in Extremadura has thus become increasingly aware of  the need for a 
real implementation of  the principle of  equality and to eradicate all forms of  
discrimination on the grounds of  sexual orientation, identity, and gender expression. 
 
As a result of  this, the 2011 reform of  the Statute of  Autonomy included among its 
governing principles guiding the actions of  the regional public powers, the 
promotion of  policies aimed at guaranteeing the respect to everyone’s sexual 
orientation and gender identity.   
 
In the course of  this mandate, the Assembly of  Extremadura drafted and adopted 
unanimously a draft bill which became what is now Law 12/2015 of  April 8 on social 
equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, transgender, and intersexual people, 
and on public policies against sexual orientation and gender identity-based 
discrimination in the Autonomous Community of  Extremadura. 
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The purpose of  this Law is to regulate the principles, measures, and procedures 
aimed at ensuring full, real, and effective equality, as well as the rights of  this 
community. This is to be done through the prevention, correction, and elimination 
of  all forms of  discrimination on the grounds of  sexual orientation and gender 
expression and identity in the public and private sectors of  the Autonomous 
Community of  Extremadura, in all realms of  life and, in particular, in the civil, 
labour, social, health, educational, economic and cultural spheres. 
 
The adoption of  this Law would not have been possible without the key 
contribution, the engagement, and the activist commitment of  LGBT individuals and 
social organizations in Extremadura, and without the political and social complicity 
of  the society of  Extremadura, whose inhabitants have proudly taken up tolerance 
and the respect to people’s dignity.  
 
Moreover, from now on, the Assembly of  Extremadura, imbued in the principles and 
values that arise from the fundamental rights recognised by the European Union, is 
engaging in a very dynamic way in the development of  initiatives and activities 
connected to raising visibility and defending the rights of  the LGBTI community, 
particularly in the sphere of  education, by supporting projects that contribute to 
raising social awareness and making sure that members of  the student community 
can fully develop as free people. 
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Main features of  the initiative  
 
Over 5 % of  all lesbian, gay, transsexual, and bisexual students in Spain claim to have 
been physically assaulted at least once in their high schools for being or looking 
LGBT, and 17 % suffer verbal aggressions. Also, more than 7 % admit to have 
witnessed physical assaults in their educational centres, a percentage that rises up to 
60 % when it comes to LGBT-phobic verbal aggressions, according to a recent field 
study on the situation faced by our LGBT teenagers and young people in the 
education environment.  
 
In the light of  such worrying and alarming facts, the Assembly of  Extremadura, in its 
quest against inequalities, developed the activity 1st SCHOOL PLENARY AGAINST 
LGBT-PHOBIC BULLYING with the purpose of  breaking the wall of  silence that 
exists on this matter in educational centres, facilitating the elimination of  prejudices 
and the most common distortions that surround the situation, and teaching values.  
 
The main FEATURES of  the activity can be detailed as follows: 
 
-Selected members of  the student community: Students selected were in Secondary 
Obligatory Education (Educación Secundaria Obligatoria, ESO, from 12 to 16), as this is 
the age where sexuality is discovered and accepted in a more conscious way, For 
LGBTI people, this is a very important time. 
 
By being able to assume such identity normally, they will also be able to fully develop 
all other aspects of  their personality. For the rest of  the student community, it is 
important to have positive referents of  homosexuality, bisexuality, and transsexuality, 
among others, in order to respect —and accept with normality— their LGBTI 
classmates. Since these years of  education are compulsory, the educational values 
sought to be implemented would reach all the school population.  
 
-Format, description of  situations or real cases: The format chosen was based on the 
testimonies of  students and teachers, who narrated in the first person school bullying 
situations experienced by themselves, their colleagues, or students on the grounds of  
LGBTI-phobia. Parents of  LGBTI families also participated by explaining their sons 
and daughters’ or their own experiences in the educational centre.   
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-Implementation of  the activity through an open and public debate streamed online, 
with the intention of  trying to overcome heterosexim in the educational sphere 
conceived as the only socially admitted form to address sexuality-related aspects; and 
of  pursuing the normalization of  all matters related to sexuality, and more 
specifically, with how different sexual orientations are handled. 
 
As for the teaching community, also present, it underlined the importance of  raising 
awareness on the importance of  respect to sexual diversity through knowledge 
acquisition and the strengthening of  teaching skills in order to overcome stigmas and 
prejudices, fostering dialogue. 
 
-Search for the involvement of  the educational community, with the support of  
officials from the autonomous Government and regional Members of  Parliament, as 
well as that of  families, teachers, and representatives of  social groups. The aims is to 
try to establish common alliances and synergies in the struggle for ensuring that 
educational centres are inclusive, have a standard of  quality, and allow all children and 
teenagers to develop fully and comprehensively as free people, regardless of  their 
sexual orientation. Only that way may one of  the greatest social aspirations be 
achieved: the enjoyment of  good quality education in violence-free environments 
that are conducive to peace. 
 
In essence, the goal was for students, families, teachers, and educational authorities to 
gain a better understanding of  the impact of  LGBTI-phobic bullying in the lives of  
students, with the purpose of  developing comprehensive and inclusive strategies. 
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Description of  the consequences on the regions pointing out the positive 
European implications 
 
According to Article 21 of  the Charter of  Fundamental Rights of  the European 
Union (EU), “Any discrimination based on any ground such as sex... or sexual orientation shall 
be prohibited.” 
 
Moreover, Article 51 in that same text provides that EU member states shall respect 
the rights and observe the principles established in the Charter, and are bound to 
“promote” actively the application thereof.  
 
In line with this, it would be expected that a larger number of  policies promoting the 
Charter and its rights be adopted on a national or regional level, as the case may be.  
 
Article 13 of  the Treaty establishing the European Community empowers the EU to 
adopt laws to fight discrimination on the grounds of  sexual orientation. As of  today, 
the EU has enacted legislation against sexual orientation-based discrimination only in 
the work environment, which needs to be enforced both in the public as well as in 
the private sector. 
 
According to the European Union’s Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), eighteen 
member states decided to exceed the requirements of  the EU Directive and extend 
the protection outside the workplace. Thus, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transsexual 
(LGBT) people are granted protection in a wider variety of  social spheres, such as 
education, social protection, social security, and healthcare services, as well the access 
to goods and services, including housing.  
 
However, despite this legal protection, LGBTI people often choose not to disclose 
their sexual orientation or identity for fear of  the negative consequences and the 
prejudices that they are faced with. 
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In the field of  EDUCATION, LGBT people have been, and still are, discriminated 
against. These individuals often suffer verbal and physical aggressions in the 
educational centres of  EU member states. Intimidation and harassment may take the 
form of  physical assaults, insults or threats via Internet or cell phone. The use of  
LGBTI-phobic language is considered normal in most cases, and it is accepted in the 
day-to-day life of  educational centres.  
 
In most countries, these centres lack specific action plans for these situations, and 
seem not to have any defined criteria or training to counter this form of  bullying. 
This is partly due to the fact that LGBTI-phobic attitudes may be present even 
among teachers themselves.  
 
LGBTI-phobic violence in the school environment is a direct breach of  the right to 
education of  those who suffer it, and has a significant impact in the teaching and 
learning processes. It leads to higher dropout rates among this community, having 
important consequences for the socialization and the future life perspectives of  the 
individuals, especially when it comes to university education and career opportunities. 
It may also contribute to social isolation and psychological suffering, in addition to 
increasing the risk of  self-destructive behaviours. 
 
Additionally, it is made patent that the presence of  this problem in educational 
centres puts at stake the liberty, dignity, and integrity of  everyone, not only of  
LGBTI people, so adequate measures need to be taken to eradicate it.  
 
In its Fundamental Rights Report 2016, the FRA states that to ensure a more equitable 
protection from discrimination, all EU member states should extend the protection 
against discrimination to the different spheres of  social life, as established in the draft 
Directive on implementing the principle of  equal treatment between persons irrespective of  religion or 
belief, disability, age or sexual orientation. They would thus be exceeding the minimum 
standards established by the current legislation in the EU in the field of  equality.  
 
Therefore, seeking to promote respect for the fundamental rights enshrined in the 
Charter of  Fundamental Rights of  the European Union of  the EU, the Assembly of  
Extremadura complemented the efforts made by the Regional Government with 
proactive initiatives to counter the existent prejudices against LGBTI people through 
education and the implementation of  awareness-raising activities. The long-term goal 
is to advance the fight against the discrimination experienced by this community. The 
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1st SCHOOL PLENARY AGAINST LGBTI-PHOBIC BULLYING is an 
example of  this endeavour.  
 
School years have such an important role shaping everyone’s lives that it is crucial 
that measures are adopted to fight attitudes based on prejudices and to avoid such 
attitudes causing harm. Ultimately, educational centres are tasked with teaching and 
having an impact in entire generations, therefore they have the opportunity to 
educate for tolerance. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS ANNEX 

 
Image of  the Chamber of  the Assembly of  Extremadura 

 
Blanca Martín, President of  the Assembly, speaking in the Plenary Against LGBTI–Phobic 

Bullying.  
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Two mothers and their daughter speaking in the Plenary Against LGBTI–Phobic Bullying.  

 
Students from the High School of  Arroyo de San Serván take that floor to narrate cases of  

LGBTI phobia in their school. 
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General view of  the Chamber during the 1st Plenary Against LGBTI–Phobic Bullying.  

 
Picture of  students, teachers, Government representatives, the Assembly Bureau, and 

Members of  Parliament at the end of  the event. 
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SOCIAL NETWORKS 

 

 
 
 
 

Poster of  the 1st School Plenary Against LGBTI-Phobic Bullying 
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Social media screenshots of  the Assembly of  Extremadura 
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PRESS KIT FOR THE "1ST SCHOOL PLENARY AGAINST LGBTI-
PHOBIC BULLYING""

Fundación Triángulo (5/10/2016)
"The Assembly of Extremadura holds the First Plenary Against LGBTI-Phobic Bullying”

http://www.fundaciontriangulo.org/noticias/536-la-asamblea-de-extremadura-acoge-el-i- pleno-
escolar-contra-elbullying-por-lgbtifobia

Shangay (7/10/2016)
"First School Plenary in the Country Against LGBTI-Phobic Bullying "
http://shangay.com/primer-pleno-escolar-contra-el-bullying-homofobo-en-espana
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HOY (10/10/2016)
“Extremadura Holds the First School Plenary in the Country Against LGBTI-Phobic
Bullying”
http://www.hoy.es/extremadura/201610/05/extremadura-acogera-primer-pleno-
20161005131929.html

El Periódico (10/10/2016)
“The Assembly is Holding Today a School Plenary Against Bullying”
http://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/noticias/extremadura/asamblea-celebra-hoy- pleno-
escolar-acoso_967467.html
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Europa Press (10/10/2016)
"The Assembly Holds the First Plenary Against LGBTI-Phobic Bullying in the Country”
http://www.europapress.es/extremadura/noticia-asamblea-celebra-primer-pleno-pais- contra-acoso-
escolar-lgtbifobia-20161010135822.html

eldiario.es (10/10/2016)
“Extremadura is working on a comprehensive plan on LGBTI education and diversity”
http://www.eldiario.es/eldiarioex/sociedad/Extremadura-Integral-Educacion-Diversidad-
LGTBI_0_567993560.html
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Canal Extremadura (10/10/2016)
News

Región Digital (10/10/2016)

“The Assembly of  Extremadura hosts the First School Plenary in the Country Against
LGBTI-Phobic Bullying”

https://www.regiondigital.com/noticias/juventud/261319-la-asamblea-de-extremadura- acoge-el-
primer-pleno-escolar-del-pais-contra-el-bullyng-por-lgtbifobia.html
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Extremadura 7 días (10/10/2016)
“Extremadura will have a LGBTI Education and Diversity Plan”
http://www.extremadura7dias.com/noticia/extremadura-contara-con-un-plan-sobre-
educacion-y-diversidad-lgtbi

Extremadura.com (10/10/2016)
"The Junta de Extremadura is working on a LGBTI Diversity and Education ComprehensivePlan”

https://www.extremadura.com/noticias/2016/10/10/la-junta-trabaja-en-la-elaboracion-de-un-
plan-integral-sobre-educacion-y-diversidad-lgtbi
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El correo de Extremadura (10/10/2016)
“Secondary School Students Hold in the Assembly the First Plenary Against LGBTI-Phobic
Bullying in the Country”

http://www.elcorreoextremadura.com/noticias_region/2016-10-10/1/18646/alumnos-de-
secundaria-celebran-en-la-asamblea-el-primer-pleno-sobre-del-pais-contra-el-acoso-escolar- por-
lgtbifobia.html

20 minutos (10/10/2016)
“Secondary School Students are Holding in the Assembly the First Plenary Against LGBTI-Phobic
Bullying in the Country”

http://www.20minutos.es/noticia/2859283/0/alumnos-secundaria-celebran-asamblea-primer-
pleno-sobre-pais-contra-acoso-escolar-por-lgtbifobia/
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Directo Extremadura (10/10/2016)
“Secondary School Students Hold in the Assembly the First Plenary Against LGBTI-Phobic Bullying
in the Country”

http://www.directoextremadura.com/noticias_region/2016-10-10/10/13263/alumnos-de-
secundaria-celebran-en-la-asamblea-el-primer-pleno-sobre-del-pais-contra-el-acoso- escolar-por-
lgtbifobia.html

Digital Extremadura (10/10/2016)
“Gil Rosiña: Soon Extremadura will have a LGBTI Diversity and Education Comprehensive Plan””

https://digitalextremadura.com/P81046/
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La Gaceta Extremeña de la Educación (10/10/2016)
“The Assembly of Extremadura Hosts the First School Plenary in the Country Against LGBTI-Phobic

Bullying”

http://lagaceta.educarex.es/leer/asamblea-extremadura-acoge-pleno-escolar-contra- bullying-
lgbtifobia.html

¿Entiendes? (11/10/2016)
“Secondary School Students are Holding in the Assembly the First Plenary Against LGBTI-Phobic
Bullying in the Country”
http://www.entiendes.eu/_n18702_alumnos-de-secundaria-celebran-en-la-asamblea-el- primer-
pleno-sob.html
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El Español (14/10/2016)
“Assembly of Extremadura against Bullying”
http://www.elespanol.com/blog_del_suscriptor/opinion/20161012/162553744_7.html
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Forms with the description of  the initiative must be sent by 2 June 2017 to the
CALRE General Secretariat, at the following e-mail:

calre2017@parlamentodeandalucia.es

Tel. +34 606 54 29 83


