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Talk outline  

1. The Regional Authority Index 

2. Regional governance has undergone a quiet 
revolution 

3. Regional governance is democratic 

4. Regional governance has become differentiated 

 



The Regional Authority Index 

 81 countries – OECD, CEE, Latin America, 
S.E Asia 

 1950 to 2010; annual data 

 3055 regions 

 10 dimensions  

 

 

 

 



Self-rule The authority exercised by a regional 

government over those who live in 
the region 

Institutional depth The extent to which a regional government is 
autonomous rather than deconcentrated. 

Policy scope The range of policies for which a regional 
government is responsible. 

Fiscal autonomy The extent to which a regional government 
can independently tax its population. 

Borrowing autonomy The extent to which a regional government 
can borrow 

Representation The extent to which a region is endowed with 
an independent legislature and executive 



Shared rule The authority exercised by a regional 

government or its representatives in 
the country as a whole 

Law making The extent to which regional representatives co–
determine national legislation. 

Executive control The extent to which a regional government co–

determines national policy in intergovernmental 
meetings. 

Fiscal control The extent to which regional representatives co–

determine the distribution of national tax 
revenues. 

Borrowing control  The extent to which a regional government co–

determines subnational and national borrowing 
constraints. 

Constitutional reform The extent to which regional representatives co–
determine constitutional change. 
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Unitary countries: the Czech Republic, Poland, Romania, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Thailand, Colombia, 

Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru, Belgium, France, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, the UK. 

Federal countries: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Germany, Mexico, Venezuela, the US.   



The classical model: Uniform governance 



The differentiated model 



2010 

1950 

DIFFERENTIATED UNIFORM NO TIER

1950 2010 

DIFFERENTIATED 16 26 

UNIFORM 27 19 

NO TIER 5 3 

From uniform to 
differentiated 
subnational 
governance 
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