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PARLIAMENT OF THE GERMAN-SPEAKING COMMUNITY 

 

 
 

 
GENERAL DATA 

 

 
General data of the region 

 

 Country: Belgium (11 million residents (2012), 30,326 km²) 
 

 Region: The German language region is situated in the east of the 
country and consists of nine municipalities (75,716 inhabitants (2011), 
854 km³) The German-speaking Community is the smallest federal 
entity in the federal state of Belgium. 

 

 Regional government: The Parliament of the German-speaking 
Community is the legislative institution of the German-speaking 
Community of Belgium. It elects the government composed of 4 
ministers. 

 

 Competences of the region: 
o cultural matters: protection and defence of the language, fine arts, 

cultural heritage, museums, libraries, radio, television and press 
support, youth and adult education, sports, leisure activities and 
tourism, professional retraining and continuing education; 

o people-related matters: health and preventive health training, 
treatment and care, family policy (youth and the elderly), social 
security policy, policy concerning the disabled, integration of 
immigrants, youth care, social support to current and former 
prisoners 

o education: organisation of education, specifications for lesson 
content, emission of school diploma, pedagogy, civil service law, 
financing of education, school buildings, language use, school 
transport 

o employment 
o protection of monuments and landscapes as well as excavations 
o supervision and financing of municipalities 
o inter-community and international cooperation 
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General data of the Parliament 
 

 Headquarters: Eupen (Kaperberg 8, B - 4700 Eupen) 
 Language: German 

 Date of foundation: 23rd October 1973 
 Web site: www.dgparlament.be 

 

  
 

 
Logo                                                                     Coat of Arms  
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FUNCTIONS OF THE PARLIAMENT 

 

 
The Parliament is the legislative power of the German-speaking Community. 
The major tasks of the Parliament of the German-speaking Community are the 
election and supervision of the Government, the adoption of decrees (laws) for 
the German language area in its competencies and the approval of the annual 
community budget (income and expenditures). 
The Parliament therefore stands in the heart of the political autonomy of the 
German-speaking Community. 
 

 
COMPOSITION 

 

 
Total composition: 
The Parliament of the German-speaking Community is composed of 25 directly 
elected members. 
 
The representatives of the German-speaking Community belonging to other 
Parliaments (European Parliament, federal Parliament, Walloon Regional 
Parliament and Provincial Council of Liège) may attend the sessions of the 
Parliament of the German-speaking Community ex officio on an advisory basis, 
i.e. without any voting rights. The Parliament of the German-speaking 
Community currently counts 11 advisory members. 
 

 
Gender distribution and average age 
The Parliament consists of 17 male and 8 female members. 
Their average age is 49. 
 

 
Electoral system 
The members are elected directly by the citizens of the German-speaking 
Community. The 25 seats in the Parliament are proportionately divided among 
the parties according to the D’Hondt system. There is an electoral threshold of 
5%. 
 

Term of office 
The members are elected for a 5-year term. Elections for the Parliament are 
organised in the German language area together with the elections for the 
Walloon Parliament and the European Parliament. 
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Voting conditions (active suffrage) + Conditions for eligibility (passive suffrage) 
 having the Belgian nationality, 
 aged 18 and more, 
 having their principal residence in the German language area and  
 being in full possession of their political rights. 
 

 
Composition of the Parliament as a result of the last parliamentary 

elections 
 

 
Political parties and number of seats 
The latest elections took place on 7th June 2009. 45.945 persons were entitled 
to vote. 

CSP

27%

SP

19%
PFF

18%

ProDG

17%

ECOLO

12%

VIVANT

7%

 
Name of the party Votes in % No. of seats 

CSP (German-speaking Christian-Democrats) 27.02 7 

SP (German-speaking Socialists) 19.30 5 

PFF (German-speaking Liberals) 17.52 4 

ProDG (Regional Party) 17.49 4 

ECOLO (Ecologists) 11.50 3 

VIVANT 7.16 2 

 
In the legislative period 2009-2014, a coalition constituted by SP, PFF and 
ProDG was formed (13 seats out of 25). 
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Parliamentary political groups 

 

 
Requirements to form a parliamentary political group 
At the Parliament of the German-speaking Community a political group is 
“recognised” if it counts a minimum of three members and it is “non-
recognised” if it has two members. A recognised political group is granted an 
annual financial help and the voting rights in the committees. 
After the latest elections, the Parliament counts five recognised and one non-
recognised political groups. 
 

 
CSP – recognised political group 
7 members 
Chairman: Pascal Arimont  
Kaperberg 6 
4700 EUPEN 
Contact: 
0032 (0)87/590761 - 555986 
csp-fraktion@dgparlament.be 
 

 

 

 
SP – recognised political group 
5 members 
Chairman: Charles Servaty  
Kaperberg 6 
4700 EUPEN 
Contact: 
0032 (0)87/590763 
sp-fraktion@dgparlament.be 
 

 

 

 
PFF – recognised political group 
4 members 
Chairman: Emil Dannemark 
Kaperberg 6 
4700 EUPEN 
Contact: 
0032 (0)87/590762 
info@pff.be 
 

 

 

 

mailto:csp-fraktion@dgparlament.be
mailto:sp-fraktion@dgparlament.be
mailto:info@pff.be


 

 
 6 

 
ProDG – recognised political group 
4 members 
Chairman: Alfons Velz 
Kaperberg 6 
4700 EUPEN 
Contact: 
0032 (0)87/555987 
info@prodg.be 
 

 
 

 

 
ECOLO – recognised political group 
3 members 
Chairwoman: Franziska Franzen 
Hufengasse 41 
4700 EUPEN 
Contact: 
0032 (0)87/561700 
ecolo.pdg@ecolo.be 
 

 
 
 

 

 
VIVANT – non-recognised political 
group 
2 members 
Chairman: Michael Balter 
Kaperberg 6 
4700 EUPEN 
Contact: 
0032 (0)87/447355 
vivant-fraktion@dgparlament.be 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:info@prodg.be
mailto:ecolo.pdg@ecolo.be
mailto:vivant-fraktion@dgparlament.be
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THE GOVERNING BODIES OF THE PARLIAMENT  

 

 
The Speaker/President 
 

 
Method of election, term of office 
Like all the other members of the Bureau, the President is confirmed in office 
(by vote) at the beginning of every parliamentary session. 
Traditionally, the President belongs to a majority party. He does not express 
his political opinion. If he is chairing a plenary session, he has to stay out of 
the discussion. In case he wishes to enter into the political debate, he will then 
be obliged to get someone else to chair temporarily.The President’s main task 
consists in coordinating parliamentary work. His role is aimed at chairing the 
plenary and Bureau meetings. He judges the admissibility of all cases referred 
to the Parliament. He assures that the Parliament’s regulation is respected. 
 

Functions 
The President’s main task consists in coordinating parliamentary work. His role 
is aimed at chairing the plenary and Bureau meetings. He judges the 
admissibility of all cases referred to the Parliament. He assures that the 
Parliament’s regulation is respected. 
He maintains law and order during the debates, decides who takes the floor 
and manages the activities of the Parliament and of the Bureau. He announces 
the results of the votes and signs each decision taken by the Parliament.  
The President represents the Parliament to the outside world. 
 

Details of current President 
On 1st February 2010, Ferdel Schröder was made 
President of the Parliament of the German-speaking 
Community. Ferdel Schröder, born in Solingen 
(Germany) on 29th October 1947, holds a Master’s 
degree in educational sciences and a Master’s degree in 
psychology. 

 
He is the ninth President of the Parliament of the 
German-speaking Community. 
 
Contact:  
ferdel.schroeder@dgparlament.be, 
Phone: +32 (0)87 59 07 20 
 

 

mailto:ferdel.schroeder@dgparlament.be
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Other bodies 
 

 
The Bureau 
 

The Parliament’s Bureau is responsible for the organisation of the Parliament’s 
work.  
According to the Parliament’s regulation, the Bureau completes the pieces of 
groundwork for the sessions and fixes the session planning. 
It takes the measures necessary for the general management of the 
Parliament: building renovations, public mission, visitor reception, official 
delegations, etc.  
It appoints the Parliament’s staff, except the Secretary General whose 
appointment is confirmed by the plenary assembly. 
The Bureau is constituted on the basis of the proportional representation 
system that also applies to the political groups. As for the committees, all the 
recognised political groups must be represented in the Bureau on the basis of 
this system and must at least have one voice. That is why the majority at the 
Parliament traditionally has a majority in the Bureau.  
 
The Extended Bureau  
 

The Extended Bureau is formed by the members of the Parliament’s Bureau 
and the chairmen/chairwomen of the political groups. The Extended Bureau 
prepares the planning and the agenda of the plenary sessions. 
 

 
Extended Bureau of the Parliament of the German-speaking Community 
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PARLIAMENTARY OPERATING ORGANS 

 

 
Plenary session 
 
 
The Parliament meets at least once a month to hold a plenary session. The 
session starts with a question time. As the members of Parliament - with the 
exception of the President - are not full-time politicians and are having another 
daytime job, the plenary sessions start at 5 p.m. The 25 directly elected 
members of Parliament, advisory members and members of the Government 
take part in the plenary sessions. The sessions are public.   
 
The President chairs the plenary session. The agenda is prepared by the 
Extended Bureau. The debates are taped in extenso and printed as a detailed 
report. The plenary sessions are also broadcast live on TV and can be watched 
by video on demand via the Parliament’s website. 
 

 
Plenary session in Eupen 
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Committees 
 
 
The parliamentarian committees prepare the decisions of the plenary session. 
All government’s draft decrees and all parliamentarians’ decree proposals are 
extensively debated in the committees. These texts are analysed, debated and 
if necessary amended.  Committees often organise hearings with external 
experts or concerned stakeholders. At the end of the deliberations, the 
committee issues a report to the plenary session. The report also contains a 
text proposal with the recommendation to the plenary session to adopt it. On 
the basis of these documents, the plenary session finally takes its decision. 
 
The committees of the Parliament of the German-speaking Community are 
renewed on the basis of the proportional representation system at the 
beginning of every legislative period. This means that each political group is 
represented by a certain number of members according to the strength of the 
political groups. All recognised political groups must at least have one 
representative. For the legislative period 2009-2014, the number of members 
with voting rights is set to 7. In addition, representatives of non-recognised 
political groups and advisory members, not having any voting rights, 
participate in the meetings. The minister in charge or his representatives 
generally also take part in the meetings. The sessions of the committees are 
usually not public. 
 
Five committees are based in the Parliament of the German-speaking 
Community: 
 Committee I, responsible for the general policy, the local authorities, the 

petitions, the public funds and the cooperation, 
 Committee II, in charge of culture, 
 Committee III, in charge of school-teaching, education and employment 
 Committee IV, in charge of health and social matters, 
 Committee responsible for the supervision of the election expenditures and 

the communication of the public authorities of the German-speaking 
Community.  
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The Government 

 
 
The Parliament elects and supervises the Government. It can be constituted by 
three to five members. The current Government consists of 4 members, i.e. 
one prime minister (minister-president) and three ministers. Traditionally the 
Government is supported by a majority of the members of Parliament. If the 
Government or one minister looses this support, e.g. by a motion of no-
confidence, the Government or the minister has to resign. 
 
The 4 ministers belong to the parties of the coalition: 
- prime minister K.-H. Lambertz (SP), 
- minister O. Paasch (ProDG), 
- minister I. Weykmans (PFF), 
- minister H. Mollers (ProDG). 

 
the government of the German-speaking Community 

 
H. Mollers O. Paasch I. Weykmans K.-H. Lambertz 
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PARLIAMENTARY ADMINISTRATION 

 

 
General data 
 

 
Personnel:  
In total: 25.2 (full-time employees) 
 

Distribution by academic degrees 
8.7 level I (Master) 
3.5 level II+ (Bachelor) 
8.5 level II (higher secondary education) 
4.5 level III and IV (no degree) 
 

 
Functions 
 

The administration of the Parliament primarily serves the Parliament and its 
bodies. Its prior mission therefore consists in assuring the smooth functioning 
of the parliamentary work and the preparation as well as execution of the 
Bureau’s decisions. 

The mission statement lists various common values: 

 competency 
 objectivity  
 faithfulness against the law  
 loyalty  
 commitment 
 collegiality   
 sense of responsibility  
 cordiality against the clients 
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General Secretariat 
 

 
Designation: 
The administration of the Parliament is headed by the Secretary General 
(Clerk). He is appointed by the plenary session on proposition of the Bureau. 

 
Functions 
The Secretary General signs off all of the Parliament’s and Bureau’s decisions 
along with the President and is responsible for their implementation. He keeps 
the minutes of the plenary sessions and the Bureau’s meetings and keeps the 
archives. The Secretary General is responsible for the calling of the plenary and 
committee meetings and of the printing and distribution of the documents. He 
also supervises the personnel and ensures the 
organisation and coordination of the 
administration’s work. Furthermore, he is in 
charge of personnel management and 
development, communication between the 
administration and the political bodies of the 
Parliament as well as service improvement. In 
these tasks, he is supported by the Management 
Board. 
 
The current Secretary General 
is Stephan Thomas, attorney.  
 
Contact:  
Stephan Thomas, Secretary General 
stephan.thomas@dgparlament.be  
+32 (0)87 59 07 20 
 

 
Organic Structure of the Parliament 
 

The Management Board 
 
The Management Board consists of the Clerk and the heads of services. It is 
chaired by the Clerk. The Management Board is responsible for the 
communication between the services of the administration and ensures a 
coordinated day-to-day management of each service. It takes a position on all 
matters concerning the personnel as well as on personnel policy or the 
organisation of the administration. 
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Services 
The administration of the Parliament of the German-speaking Community is 
formed of services. Each service is headed by a head of service, who manages 
the personnel members under the supervision of the Clerk. 
 
There are four services: 
1. The service “Meetings” (3.9 FTE) is charged with the planning, the 

accomplishment and the assistance of the legislative tasks of the 
Parliament: 
o planning: calendar of the Parliament, invitation to the meetings and 

coverage of the reports on the work of the committees  
o assistance and minutes of plenary and committee sessions 
o management of interpellations and questions  

 
Head of service: Marliese Arens 
marliese.arens@dgparlament.be 

 
2. The service “Expertise and publications” (9.6 FTE) copes with the following 

tasks: 
o preparation, printing and dispatching of all parliamentary publications: 

documents, reports, bulletin interpellation and questions, press review 
o juridical expertise: general juridical advice, juridical assistance of the 

committees’ work, legal assistance of decree drawings, coordination of 
decrees, analysis of decisions of the Constitutional court of justice 

o linguistic control of decree drawings, of committee and plenary reports 
and other documents  

o translations  
o management of written questions  

 
Head of service: Gaby Modard-Girretz 
gaby.modard-girretz@dgparlament.be 

 
3. The service “Administration” (7 FTE) comprises the following services:  

o establishment and execution of the functional budget of the Parliament  
o social secretariat for the members of Parliament: earnings, passports, 

travel expenditures, equipment, pensions 
o staff policy and management: administration personnel members and 

personnel of political groups  
o social service of the administration  
o bookkeeping: general accountancy, payroll accounting, finance, working 

hours and shift schedules 
o main equipment acquisition service, material management and 

insurances   

mailto:marliese.arens@dgparlament.be
mailto:gaby.modard-girretz@dgparlament.be
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o building management - internal organisation, housekeeping 
o IT management 

 
Head of service: Guido Belleflamme 
guido.belleflamme@dgparlament.be 

 
4. The service “Public relations and documentation” (3.8 FTE) comprises the 

following assignments: 
o contact point for press and media   
o external communication: management of the website, organisation of 

events, publications and information supports, assistance of TV-
coverage  

o educational service: visitor groups programs, assistance of official 
visitors  

o information Centre  
o management of databases, the library and the archives  

 
Head of Service: Myriam Pelzer 
myriam.pelzer@dgparlament.be  

 
 
 

 
Contact details for CALRE 
 

 
Parliament of the German-speaking Community of Belgium 
Stephan Thomas, Clerk 
Kaperberg 8 
B - 4700 Eupen 
Tel.: +32 (0)87/59 07 20 
Fax: +32 (0)87/59 07 30 
stephan.thomas@dgparlament.be  
www.dgparlament.be 
 

 

mailto:guido.belleflamme@dgparlament.be
mailto:myriam.pelzer@dgparlament.be
mailto:stephan.thomas@dgparlament.be
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BUILDING OF THE PARLIAMENT 

 

 
The actual parliament building  
 

  
Front side with the main entry    Courtyard with administration 

 
The Parliament building was erected in 1812 as the residence of the draper 
family Sternickel. The empire-style external façade is listed. The building 
lodged many different owners until it was sold to the Belgian state in 1973 
which transferred it to the German-speaking Community. 
 
It contains all the meeting rooms as well as the offices of the administration 
and the political groups. In the meantime the Parliament has a chronic 
shortage of space and therefore decided to move to another building. 
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The new Parliament building 
Kehrweg 11b, B - 4700 Eupen 

 
 

 
  Drawing of the new Parliament building with plenary room 

 
The Parliament of the German-speaking Community will move to another site. 
The former sanatorium for consumptives “sanatorium” is currently reconverted 
to meet the needs of the administration. This measure was necessary to 
counter an urgent shortage of space and meet the new requirements of 
parliamentary work. The move from the address Kaperberg 8 to the new 
address Kehrweg 11b is planned for the second half of 2013 

 
 

 
 
 


