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Good morning(Good evening), everyone. My name is Yoshiaki 

Matsuda. 

Thank you for inviting me today. 

First, please allow me to introduce myself. I represent the Japanese 

Local Councilors Alliance, and I’m also an Kanagawa Prefectural 

Assembly Member. 

 

The Kanagawa Prefectural Assembly was established in 1878, and it 

has a long history of more than 130 years. 

 In May, 2007, I was elected a 100th speaker of The Kanagawa 

Prefectural Assembly. It’s a great honor for me. 

 Next, let me introduce my home town, Kanagawa prefecture. 

 It is situated close to the heart of Japan. Its roughly 24,000 square 

kilometers are located near the geographic center of the country, 

adjacent to Japan’s capital city of Tokyo. Today, about 9.9 million 

people call Kanagawa home. It’s geographic variety holds many 

surprises. Yokohama and Kawasaki are found in the eastern part of 

the prefecture – a lively region known for its bustling industrial 

zones and vibrant cities with leading roles in the Japanese 

economy. Picturesque mountains rise up in the west, covered in a 

lush carpet of greenery. The beautiful coastlines of Shonan and the 

Miura Peninsula sparkle alluringly. Each part of Kanagawa has 

unique and distinctive landscapes and regional characteristics. 

 

 

Well, as you all know, on March 11th ,2011 in Japan, the big 

earthquake and tsunami struck northeast Japan. After the disaster, 

we received warm, mental, and physical support from the world 

including the European countries. We’d like to express our 

gratitude. Thank you for supporting us and helping us. We have a 

long way to complete recovery, but we are going forward step by 

step. 



 

Today, I’ll talk about our Japanese Local Councilors Alliance. It was 

established in 1977. To improve our country, local lawmakers, 

representatives from culture circle, religions, governments, local 

legislators and national legislators, got together and found this 

organization. This is not a political organization. It is a civic 

organization. By 2007, we have 1,700 local lawmakers. 

 Because of the different legislatures, we had some street 

demonstrations or activities. Because we still have district and 

towns and townships, we have different levels of governments. Of 

course, all above these governments, there is a central 

government. Since we have all these different organized 

institutions, local lawmakers and local legislators, which are so 

close to the citizens and can better reflect the citizen’s voice. 

That’s why we formed this alliance. Our goal is to reflect the voice 

for our people to central government. 

 

 

  In the past, We had more the 10,000 people attending the 

meeting. In that meeting, we were going to discuss to amend the 

basic education law. It was about 8 years ago, and was a public 

hearing that I moderated. 

  

 Why did we want to amend the education law? It’s because the 

existing law is a little bit outdated. After the war, we had some 

debates on our education system. A lot of people believed that we 

needed to amend the old education law. 8 years ago, we listened to 

people’s opinion and we made the amendment. This picture is 

When we collected signatures about 10% of Japanese people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Tenno, His Majesty the Emperor his 20 years anniversary, We 

sponsored his celebration, it had 30,000 people attending the 

meeting to celebrate the 20 years anniversary.   

 

 For our organization, we advocate the development of the 

country, to respect the traditional culture and the royal family 

members. We hope to formulate a new constitution and a new 

education basic law. As an independent country, we also work hard 

in diplomatic work as well as national security, to ensure our 

national security. Right now we know that we have some issues in 

the northeast Asia, some territorial conflicts in southern sea, and 

the Senkaku Islands issue. We hope the American military base can 

minimize its size, at the same time we hope it could protect the 

Japan’s security.  

Many local lawmakers have reflected the people’s voices to the 

central government, representing the voice of our people and 

making it heard by the central government. 

 

 

  Next, I’d like to talk about martial art, which is the tradition of 

Japan but until several years ago education law doesn’t include 

school curriculum. So, We started to teach and encourage children 

to start learning some of the traditional martial art. I also told my 

colleagues and some of the parents about the importance of 

practicing martial art. Martial art is not to bully others. It is an 

exercise. It is personal defense, so we hope our children to be 

about to protect themselves with it, but not using it to attack other 

people. Finally 2years ago, Japanese education admitted to need 

learning martial arts for students.  

 

 

 

Our Prime Minister Abe is promoting some policies, like culture 

policies, economic policies and the reforms that he’s pushing. I 

believe they are going to be successful and we are in full support of 

our Prime Minister Abe. We also told him that the local 

governments are willing to help the central government to reform 

our country. Hopefully in the future, under the leadership of the 

Prime Minister Abe, we can build Japan into a better country. Of 

course, Japan Congress also works with other congresses around 

the world. 

 

 



O-MO-TE-NA-SHI Hospitality

 

Lastly, as you all know, in the summer of 2020, Tokyo is playing host 

to the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Although there are many 

problems to solve, such as preparing infrastructure or comfortable 

transportation systems and so on, we are working hard to succeed 

the Games. 

 I believe that we certainly can receive people all over the world 

warmly.  

So, everyone, please come over to Japan, and get the feel of 

Japanese hospitality “O-M-O-T-E-N-A-S-H-I”. 

Thank you very much.  

 

 

 

 


