CALRE 2016 Working Group on Subsidiarity

Resolution on the planned amendment of
the Transparency Register

The regional parliaments that have legislative authority in the European Union and which have joined
CALRE expressly welcome the pursuit and promotion of transparency in the European legislative
process. The goal to make processes clear and understandable to the citizens is generally to be assessed
as being a positive step. It should enable everyone to ascertain who exerts direct and indirect influence
on European policy making.

The amendment to the inter-institutional agreement which aims to introduce an obligatory Trans-
parency Register, is generally appropriate to the achievement of this goal. The obligation and exten-
sion of the scope of application should not, however, under any circumstances be extended to include
the democratically elected and managed nation-state institutions at the national, regional or local
levels.

According to the obligation pursuant to Art. 4 Para. 2 S. 1 TEU, on the basis of which the Europe-
an Union must respect the fundamental political and constitutional structures of the member states
including regional and local self-government, an appropriate extension of the scope of application
of the EU Transparency Register to such levels is not permitted.

In contrast to representatives from the world of business or other societal organisations, democratically
elected and managed nation-state institutions represent the public, and not individual interests.

They are elected directly by the citizen and gain their legitimacy accordingly. Their work is completed
on the basis of decisions which are made democratically in committees or on a plenary basis.

CALRE 2016 Working Group on Subsidiarity is therefore appealing to the European bodies respon-
sible for the amendment of the Transparency Register, to respect the legal status of the national,
regional and local institutions of the member states which are protected under primary legislation,
and to refrain from including them in the scope of application of the Transparency Register. The
same must apply to their representations and umbrella organisations. An inclusion in the Transpar-
ency Register would amount to an infringement of the otherwise democratically legitimate internal
organisation of the member states, and therefore violate the content of the regulations detailed in
Art. 4. TEU. It would also bring about a blurring of states on the one hand and society on the other.
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